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F^  or  the  speaker  in  Robert  Frost's  well-known  poem,  "two  roads  diverged 
in  a  yellow  wood."  That  is  how  life  goes  for  most  of  us:  new  opportuni- 
ties and  challenges  take  us  in  new  directions.  Rather  unexpectedly,  such 
a  divergence  came  into  my  life  recently;  and  for  many  reasons  I  chose 
what  was  for  me  the  "the  road  less  traveled  by"  Hence,  this  is  the  last  time  I 
will  write  this  column  as  president  of  Lenoir- Rhyne  College,  having  accepted 
the  position  as  executive  director  of  the  Near  East  Foundation  in  New  York  City. 

I  am  excited  about  the  possibilities  of  this  leadership  position  in  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  highly  regarded  American  foundations  working  to  enhance  the 
development  of  the  people  of  the  Middle  East  and  Africa.  The  Near  East  Foun- 
dation was  started  at  the  request  of  President  Woodrow  Wilson  during  World 
War  I  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  suffering  Annenians. 
It  now  helps  the  poor  in  the  Middle  East  and  parts  of  Africa  to  develop  programs 
that  will  enable  them  to  help  themselves.  As  most  of  you  know,  among  my  pro- 
fessional commitments  —  second  only  to  my  dedication  to  the  advancement  of 
liberal  arts  colleges  of  the  Church  —  is  my  commitment  to  enhancing  positive 
relationships  between  Americans  and  people  of  the  Middle  East.  This  new  posi- 
tion gives  me  the  chance  to  work  full-time  in  that  area  after  spending  the  past 
almost-30  years  in  church-related  higher  education. 

The  composition  teacher  in  me  wants  to  remind  you  that  it  is  much  harder  to 
write  "short"  than  "long."  I  know  it  will  be  difficult  to  say  in  this  small  space 
how  grateful  I  am  to  have  been  given  the  opportunity  to  lead  Lenoir-Rhyne 
College  during  the  past  eight  years.  Let  me  just  say,  "very."  You  who  read 
this  column  have  been  an  important  part  of  what  has  made  being  part  of  this 
community  a  great  experience  for  me  and  my  wife,  Carol. 

Lenoir-Rhyne  College  is  in  a  strong  position  right  now  and  has  momentum  for 
growth  and  development  in  new  and  exciting  areas.  This  growth  will  require 
the  continuing  support  of  the  many  alumni  and  friends  of  this  College  who  are 
committed  to  its  mission  just  as  we  have  depended  upon  you  in  the  past.  Many 
thanks  for  your  support  of  L-R  and  of  me  personally. 

This  is  an  opportune  time  for  a  change  in  leadership  as  the  College  prepares  to 
develop  its  plan  for  the  future,  and  a  new  president  will  rely  upon  the  commit- 
ment of  alumni  and  friends  who  believe  in  L-R.  In  an  environment  of  growing 
competition  and  shrinking  resources  in  higher  education,  all  small  colleges 
will  need  very  dedicated  advocates.  There  should  be  no  stronger  advocates  than 
those  who,  like  many  of  you,  know  what  this  kind  of  place  does  to  change  a  life 
for  the  better.  Please  be  there  for  Lenoir-Rhyne  in  the  future  as  you  have  been 
in  the  past. 

We  look  forward  to  watching  L-Rs  continuing  development  and  to  remaining 
in  contact  with  our  friends  here.  Thank  you  for  helping  to  make  all  the  com- 
mitment, time  and  energy  both  my  wife,  Carol,  and  I  have  invested  in  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  during  the  past  eight  years  prove  worthwhile. 

Sincerely, 


Ryan  A.  LaHurd 
President  of  the  College 
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On  The  Cover 

In  the  large  photo  on  the  cover,  Playmakers  appear  in  the 
2000  production  of  "Once  Upon  a  Mattress,"  a  musical 
version  of  "The  Princess  and  the  Pea."  At  top  center  is  a 
photo  of  the  1970's  cast  of  "Antigone."  This  classic  Greek 
play  was  staged  in  modern  dress  and  set  in  Nicaragua.  In 
the  lower  left  corner  is  a  scene  from  the  1967  production 
of  "Androcles  and  the  Lion."  In  the  picture  frame  is  a  photo 
of  Pearl  Setzer  Deal,  the  founder  of  Playmakers. 


Eggs-actly  the 
right  color 

Lenoir-Rhyne 
College  students 
Rhonda  Barcomb  V2 
and  Allison  Chcny 
'03  have  fun  dye- 
ing Easter  eggs  in 
the  college  cafete- 
ria. The  special 
Easter  activity 
was  provided  by 
Aramark,  the  food 
service  company 
at  the  college. 


For  delivery  problems 

If  you  are  experiencing 
problems  with  the  delivery 
of  Profile,  if  you  have  moved 
to  a  different  address,  or  if 
you  wish  to  be  removed 
from  our  mailing  list,  please 
contact  Rosalie  Richards  at 
richardsr(ai|rc.edu  or  at  (828) 
328-7171.  In  your  message, 
please  describe  the  problem 
and  give  us  your  name,  the 
complete  name  appearing 
on  the  mailing  label,  the 
address  appearing  on  the 
mailing  label,  and  a  tele- 
phone number  where  we  may 
reach  you  during  the  day. 


Dr.  Ryan  LaHurd  resigns  as 


president  of  Lenoir- Rhyne 


Br.  Ryan  A.  LaHurd,  president 
of  Lenoir-Rhyne  College, 
announced  his  resignation 
effective  May  31,  2002,  to 
accept  the  position  of  execu- 
tive director  of  the  Near  East 
Foundation  in  New  York  City. 
"It  has  been  a  great  privilege  for 
me  to  serve  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  as 
president  for  eight  years."  LaHurd 
said.  "The  faculty,  staff,  administrative 
leadership,  students,  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  the  alumni  and  friends  of 
the  College  have  been  very  dedicated 
to  and  supportive  of  this  institution. 
They  have  made  my  job  easier  and 
deserve  the  credit  for  what  has  been 
accomplished." 

The  board  of  trustees  recently  com- 
pleted a  formal  assessment  of  LaHurd's 
work,  which  is  scheduled  to  occur 
every  four  years.  Chair  John  David 
Moose  reported  that  the  assessment 
had  produced  very  positive  evaluations 
of  the  president's  work  by  all  involved. 
"It  is  with  profound  regret  that  the 
board  of  trustees  accepts  Dr.  LaHurds 
resignation,  as  he  has  provided  out- 
standing leadership  and  initiated 
many  positive  changes  for  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  College,"  said  Moose.  "We 
wish  him  well  in  this  next  step  in  his 
fine  career  and  appreciate  the  vision 
and  intelligence  he  has  brought  to 
his  role  as  president." 

During  his  tenure  at  L-R,  LaHurd 
oversaw  the  development  of  a  strate- 
gic plan  for  the  College.  He  oversaw 
the  successful  effort  to  increase  the 
number  of  alumni  giving  to  the  Col- 
lege's Annual  Fund  to  a  high  of  27 
percent;  to  achieve  the  College's 
record  fund-raising  year  in  2000-2001 
of  $7.1  million;  and,  to  enhance  the 
profile  of  the  student  body  in  terms 
of  number  and  quality  of  students. 

L-R's  endowment  grew  during 
LaHurd's  presidency  from  $22.8  mil- 
Hon  in  1994-95  to  $42.7  million  in 
2001-02.  On  LaHurd's  watch,  the 
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'7  am  pleased  about  what 

Lenoir-Rhyne  College  has 

accomplished  during  my 

tenure  as  its  leader.  .  .  This  is, 

therefore  a  good  time  for  the 

College  to  select  a  new  leader 

to  take  Lenoir-Rhyne  to  its 

next  stage  of  development.'' 


College  received  its  highest  rankng  by 
U.S.  News  &  World  Report  of 
eighth  in  the  South  among  Bachelors 
Colleges  -  Comprehensive.  During 
his  tenure,  L-R  athletics  moved 
toward  greater  levels  of  excellence, 
and  the  College  welcomed  its  first 
class  in  the  master's  in  business 
administration  program.  L-R  also 
began  a  new  sacred  music  program 
and  a  new  occupational  therapy  pro- 
gram. 

Early  in  his  tenure,  LaHurd  over- 
saw the  completion  of  a  new  Alumni 
House,  and  Admission  and  Financial 
Aid  building.  At  that  time  he  also 
oversaw  the  completion  of  the  tele- 


phone cable  and  fiber  optic  network 
to  all  buildings  on  campus  so  that 
every  student,  faculty  and  staff  mem- 
ber now  has  access  to  the  Internet. 
New  student  computer  labs  were  com- 
pleted in  that  time  period,  as  well. 

LaHurd  directed  the  renovation 
of  the  Minges  Science  Building;  the 
$2.5  million  total  renovation  of  Mor- 
gan Hall,  a  residence  hall  for  fresh- 
men; the  construction  of  the  new 
Living-Learning  Center,  a  $4.9  mil- 
lion apartment-style  residence  hall; 
and  the  McCrorie  Center,  a  $9.8 
million  health  sciences  building. 

In  2002,  LaHurd  was  instrumental 
in  guiding  Lenoir-Rhyne  College's  role 
in  partnering  with  Appalachian  State 
University  and  Catawba  Valley  Com- 
munity College  to  form  the  Hickory 
Metro  Higher  Education  Center  that 
will  help  stimulate  the  Hickory  area's 
economy. 

LaHurd  noted,  "I  am  pleased 
about  what  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  has 
accomplished  during  my  tenure  as 
its  leader.  At  this  time,  the  College  is 
completing  a  major  construction  and 
fundraising  project,  the  McCrorie 
Center;  the  reaffirmation  of  accredita- 
tion process  of  The  Southern  Associa- 
tion of  Colleges  and  Schools  (SACS) 
recently  completed  its  self-study  and 
site  visitation;  and,  L-R  is  about  to 
begin  a  new  strategic  planning 
process.  This  is,  therefore,  a  good 
time  for  the  College  to  select  a  new 
leader  to  take  Lenoir-Rhyne  to  its 
next  stage  of  development." 

LaHurd  is  the  tenth  president  to 
have  served  Lenoir-Rhyne  College;  his 
tenure  extends  from  1994  to  2002. 
Other  college  presidents  include  John 
E.  Trainer  Jr.,  1984  to  1994,  Albert  B. 
Anderson,  1976  to  1982;  Raytnond 
M.  Bost,  1968  to  1976;  Voigt  R. 
Cromer,  1949  to  1967;  RE.  Monroe, 
1934  to  1949;  H.  Brent  Schaeffer, 
1926  to  1934;  J.C.  Peery,  1920  to 
1925;  R.L.  Fritz,  1901  to  1920;  and 
R.A.  Yoder,  1891  to  1901.  □ 
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Students  participate  in 
Journey  of  Hope 

L-R  students  Kris  Litman'03  and  Tim  Baird 
'02  will  spend  part  of  the  summer  riding 
bicycles  across  the  United  States  in  the 
hopes  of  raising  money  and  awareness  for 
people  with  disabilities.  As  part  of  a  70- 
man  team  of  Pi  Kappa  Phi  fraternity  broth- 
ers from  across  the  nation,  they  will  ride 
an  average  of  75  miles  a  day  for  63  days 
from  San  Francisco  to  Washington,  D.C. 
As  they  travel,  they  will  educate  the  com- 
munities, campuses  and  organizations  they 
visit  about  the  abilities  of  persons  with 
disabilities.  For  more  information  about 
the  trip,  contact  Litman  at  (828)  328-7897 
or  e-mail  him  at  litmank@lrc.edu. 
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teaching  award 

Dr. J.  Wayne 
King,  professor 
of  business,  has 
received  the  Teaching 
Excellence  Award 
from  the  Association 
of  Collegiate  Busi- 
ness Schools  and 
Programs  for  exem- 
pUfying  excellence  in  the  classroom. 
The  ACBSP  is  a  national  accrediting 
agency  for  schools  of  business  head- 
quartered in  Overland  Park,  Kan,, 
that  helps  member  institutions 
improve  their  professional  schools 
and  programs.  Comprised  of  eight 
regions  including  Canada  and 


Europe,  the  ACBSP  selects  an  out- 
standing candidate  from  both  a  two- 
year  and  four-year  college  in  each 
region  based  on  nominations  from 
member  schools.  King  is  a  member  of 
the  southeastern  region,  composed  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carohna,  Georgia,  Florida, 
Alabama  and  Mississippi.  He  also 
serves  as  president  of  the  region. 

The  candidates  are  evaluated 
based  on  five  criteria:  50  percent 
effective  classroom  teaching,  20  per- 
cent active  participation  in  the  indi- 
vidual school,  10  percent  involve- 
ment in  curriculum  development, 
10  percent  continuing  professional 
development  and  10  percent  active 
community  involvement.  King  was 
nominated  by  his  peers. 

King,  who  has  been  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  since  1984,  holds  bachelors 
and  master's  degrees  from  Appalachi- 
an State  University  and  a  doctorate  in 
business  from  Colorado  State  Univer- 
sity In  addition  to  teaching.  King 
designs  and  presents  outplacement 
training  for  displaced  factory  workers, 
conducts  marketing  communication 
training,  and  develops  and  writes 
business  plans  for  a  variety  of  agencies. 

L-R  to  partner 
with  GVCC,  ASU 

Lenoir- Rhyne  has  entered  into  a 
collaborative  agreement  with 
Catawba  Valley  Community  College 
and  Appalachian  State  University  to 
build  and  operate  the  Hickory'  Metro 
Higher  Education  Center.  This  new 
facility,  to  be  located  on  the  CVCC 
campus,  will  provide  space  for  all 
three  institutions  to  offer  classes.  Fol- 
lowing two  years  of  discussions  and 
planning,  an  agreement  was  signed 
by  Dr.  Ryan  LaHurd,  L-R  president; 
Dr.  Cuyler  A.  Dunbar,  president  of 
CVCC;  and  Dr.  Francis  Borkowski, 
chancellor  of  ASU. 

The  new  educational  center  is 
expected  to  include  25,000  square 
feet  of  space  and  to  be  ready  for  use 
by  fall  of  2003.  The  partners  plan  to 
seek  public  and  private  funding  for 
the  project. 
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Dixon  is  Business  Leader 
of  tiie  Year 

Charles  D.  Dixon,  senior  partner  in 
the  law  firm  of  Patrick  Harper 
&  Dixon,  received  the  2002  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  College  Business  Council's 
Business  Leader  of  the  Year  Award 
Feb.  19  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Select. 

More  than  225  civic  and  business 
leaders  from  the  Hickory  area  attend- 
ed the  luncheon  to  honor  Dixon. 
This  award  recognizes  his  lifetime 
of  professional,  civic  and  charitable 
contributions  to  the  community.  The 
Lenoir-Rhyne  Business  Council  was 
established  in  1983  to  promote  a  bet- 
ter understanding  of  the  College  and 
its  programs  within  the  business  com- 
munity, to  provide  unique  learning 
opportunities  for  students  and  busi- 
nesses, and  to  support  the  College's 
giving  programs.  The  council  has 
honored  outstanding  business  leaders 
with  its  annual  award  since  1986.      ■ 


Charles  D.  Dixon  (far  left),  the  2002  Business  Leader  of  the  Year,  is  joined  by  past 
recipients  of  the  award.  From  left  to  right  are  the  recipients  and  the  years  they 
received  the  award:  Thomas  W.  Reese,  1998;  John  A.  Forlinesjr.,  1996;  G.  LeroyLail, 
2001;  Stephen  B.  Neuville,  1999;  Sen.  James  T.  Brcryhill,  1986;  Lynn  M.  Lail,  2001; 
Charles  M.  Snipes,  1991;  D.Joe  Long,  1993;  Jerome  W.  Bolick,  2000;  Boyd  L.  George, 
1994;  and  Dr.  Ryan  A.  LaHurd,  L-R  College  president. 


"We  expect  the  center  to  employ 
the  strengths  and  educational 
resources  of  each  institution  as  effi- 
ciently and  effectively  as  possible  to 
avoid  wasteful  and  costly  duplication 
of  programming,  while  increasing 
educational  opportunities  for  a  wide 
range  of  area  students,"  said  LaHurd. 

Spring  concert 
tour  held 

The  A  Cappella  Choir  and  Brass 
Ensemble  toured  throughout 
North  Carolina  in  March  and  April. 
This  was  the  66th  concert  season  of 
the  A  Cappella  Choir,  and  its  third 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Paul 
Weber,  associate  professor  of  church 
music  and  director  of  Lenoir-Rhyne's 
Sacred  Music  Program.  The  L-R  Brass 
Ensemble  is  conducted  by  Christo- 
pher C.  Nigrelli,  assistant  professor 
of  low  brass.  On  this  tour,  the  ensem- 
bles performed  in  each  of  eight  con- 
ferences of  the  North  Carolina  Synod. 
The  2002  Concert  Tour  included  per- 
formances in  Charlotte,  Boone, 
Lincolnton,  Burlington,  Raleigh, 
Wilmington,  Salisbury  and  Hickory. 
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Global  Mission 
Event  at  L-R 

Lenoir-Rhyne  will  play  host  to  one 
of  two  Global  Mission  Events  to 
be  held  by  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  this  summer. 
Lenoir-Rhyne  is  affiliated  with  the 
N.C.  Synod  of  the  ELCA.  The  Hicko- 
ry event  is  planned  for  July  18-21 
and  will  have  the  theme  "Dare  to  Live 
God's  Promise."  A  second  event  will 
be  held  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  The 
Global  Mission  Events  are  the  ELCAs 
premier  summer  events  —  for  con- 
gregations, families  and  youth  — 
exploring  community  with  a  global 
accent.  The  L-R  event  will  feature 
workshops  and  speakers  from  around 
the  world.  The  workshops,  called 
global  university  sessions,  will  be 
divided  into  three  categories:  global 
mission,  witness-evangelism  and  jus- 
tice-peace-creation. Special  activities 
are  planned  for  children  age  3-10  and 
for  youth  11-13  and  14-17.  Those 
attending  the  event  may  choose  from 
three  rates:  room  and  board,  meals 
only,  and  a  day  rate.  Children  and 
youth  pay  discounted  rates.  For  more 


information,  or  to  register  for  the 
event,  visit  the  ELCA  Web  site  at 
www.elca.org,  or  call  1-800-638-3522, 
ext.  2642  or  2645.  Questions  about 
local  involvement  in  the  event  may  be 
directed  to  J.C.  Epting,  L-R  director 
of  church  relations,  at  (828)  328-7081. 

Brandes  receives 
second  Fulbriglit 

Dr.  Rand  Brandes,  Martin  Luther 
Stevens  professor  of  English,  has 
received  a  second 
Eulbright  Fellowship 
to  conduct  scholarly 
research  in  Ireland. 
Brandes  will  spend 
the  spring  and  sum- 
mer of  2003  in  Ire- 
land working  on  his 
third  book  about  the 
works  of  Nobel  Prize-winning  poet, 
playwright,  critic  and  translator  Sea- 
mus  Heaney.  Brandes  will  be  affiliated 
with  University  College  Dublin  while 
in  Ireland. 

"Heaney  is  probably  the  most  often 
read  poet  who's  alive  and  writing  in  the 
English  language  today,"  Brandes  said. 
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Heaney  has  published  a  translation  of 
the  ancient  saga  "Beowulf,"  which  is 
used  by  many  high  schools  and  col- 
leges. Brandes  will  spend  his  time  in 
Ireland  researching  and  writing  "A 
Commentary  on  the  Collected  Poems 
of  Seamus  Heaney."  Brandes  received 
his  first  Fulbright  Fellowship  in  1993. 
At  that  time,  he  spent  15  months  help- 
ing Heaney  organize  his  manuscripts 
and  lecturing  at  universities. 

Thanks  to  his  collaboration  with 
Brandes,  Heaney  has  agreed  to  visit 
Lenoir-Rhyne  next  fall  as  a  part  of 
the  Colleges  Visiting  Writers  Series, 
"In  Their  Own  Words."  Heaney  is 
scheduled  to  read  from  his  works 
at  8  p.m.  Oct.  11  in  the  EE.  Monroe 
Auditorium. 

Accreditation 
team  visits  L-R 

In  late  March,  Lenoir-Rhyne  College 
welcomed  a  visitation  team  from 
SACS  (the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools).  SACS  is  the 
body  that  is  responsible  for  accredit- 
ing colleges  and  universities  in  the 
southern  United  States.  Colleges  usu- 
ally are  up  for  reaccreditation  every 
10  years.  The  reaccreditation  process 
involves  an  intensive  self-study  by 
the  College  lasting  approximately  two 
years.  This  process  is  followed  by  a 
visit  from  a  SACS  team  composed  of 
educators  and  administrators  from 
other  colleges. 

The  team  will  file  its  report  and  the 
College  will  then  respond  to  any  sug- 
gestions and  recommendations  from 
the  team.  The  process  is  expected  to 
conclude  in  December  2002  with  the 
granting  of  reaccreditation  by  SACS. 

Nursing  students 
present  research 

Lenoir-Rhyne  College  nursing 
students  presented  their  research 
at  the  2002  Research  Symposium, 
"Improving  Nursing  Practice:  Meth- 
ods and  Means,"  held  recently  at  the 
University  of  North  CaroUna-Char- 
lotte.  These  students  were  the  only 
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L-R  presents  Community  Service  Awards 

Lenoir-Rhyne  College  recently  presented  awards  for  Community  Service  to 
several  individuals  and  one  group.  In  the  top  photo  are  (left  to  right): 
Frances  Frock,  recipient  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  Community  Service  Award; 
the  Re\.  Dr.  William  Seaman,  recipient  of  the  L-R  Faculty/Staff  Community 
Service  Award;  Mary  Setzer,  accepting  on  behalf  of  Zeta  Tau  Alpha  sorority, 
which  won  the  L-R  Organization  Community  Service  Award;  Kieon 
McLemore  '02,  recipient  of  the  L-R  Student  Community  Service  Award;  and 
Billy  Armstrong,  recipient  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  Community  Service 
Award.  Frock  was  honored  for  her  volunteer  service  with  Cooperative  Christ- 
ian Ministries  in  Hickory  and  with  various  church  groups.  Seaman,  a  software 
specialist  at  the  College,  was  honored  for  donating  his  computer  expertise  to 
Cooperative  Christian  Ministries  and  Centro  Latino.  ZTA  was  recognized  for 
helping  the  Susan  G.  Komen  Foundation.  McLemore  was  recognized  for  pro- 
viding volunteer  tutoring  at  an  elementary  school.  Armstrong,  who  owtis 
Armstrong  Ford  in  Hickory,  was  honored  for  his  work  with  Angel  Flight, 
which  provides  free  transportation  for  seriously  ill  patients. 

In  the  bottom  photo,  Isaac  Kuhn  Sr.  '49  (center)  receives  his  Board  of 
Trustees  Award  for  Outstanding  Community  Service  at  Nati^^lty  Lutheran 
Church  in  Arden,  N.C.  At  his  left  is  his  wife,  Gilda  Kuhn  '49.  At  his  right 
is  Dk  Ryan  LaHurd,  College  president.  Kuhn,  a  retired  nursing  home 
administrator,  was  recognized  for  his  years  of  service  to  patients,  their 
families  and  his  profession.  ■ 
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Poet  Nikki  Giovanni 
signs  autographs  after 
giving  a  reading  from 
her  works.  She  spoke 
as  part  of  the  College's 
celebration  of  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  Day. 


L-R  celebrates  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Day 

Lenoir-Rhyne  College  joined  with  several  community  groups  to  celebrate  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  Day  in  January.  Dr.  Ryan  LaHurd,  College  president,  was  guest 
speaker  at  a  Hickory  Community  Service  in  Celebration  and  Remembrance  of  God's 
Dream  for  Equality  and  One  of  God's  Dreamers,  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  LaHurd's 
talk,  entitled  "Who  Owns  the  Dream,"  was  presented  on  Sunday,  Jan.  20  at  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Hickory. 

The  College  also  played  host  to  Nikki  Giovanni,  a  well-known  African- American 
poet  and  political  activist  in  the  1960s.  A  special  program  related  to  Giovanni's  work 
was  presented  by  Dr.  Virginia  Fowler  of  Virginia  Poly  Tech  on  Jan.  20.  Giovanni 
spoke  on  "The  Life  and  Legacy  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr."  to  a  standing-room- 
only  crowd  the  morning  of  Jan.  21  in  the  Belk  Centrum  on  campus. 

A  march  coordinated  by  the  youth  of  the  Hickory  Branch  of  the  NAACP  followed 
the  convocation.  The  group  marched  to  the  Brown-Penn  Recreation  Center,  where  a 
program  was  presented  by  an  African  dance  troupe  and  a  step  team  from  the  Church 
of  God  in  Jesus'  Name.  That  evening,  Giovanni  gave  a  reading  from  her  work  and 
discussed  her  writing  as  part  of  the  College's  Visiting  Writers  Series.  ■ 


undergraduate  students  whose  w^ork 
was  accepted  for  presentation  at  the 
symposium.  The  students  and  the 
titles  of  their  presentations  are: 
Rachel  Payne  '02,  "Comparisons  of 
Perineal  Condition  Following  Deliv- 
ery by  Obstetrician-Gynecologists  and 
Certified  Nurse-Midwives;"  Harmony 
Schilling  '02,  "The  Fear  of  AIDS 
Among  Nursing  and  Non-Nursing 
Students; "  and  Robin  Chambers  '02, 
"The  Experiences  of  Cancer  Patients 
While  Receiving  Nursing  Care." 

Biology  students 
win  awards 

Five  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  biology 
honors  students,  accompanied  by 
the  entire  L-R  biology  faculty,  present- 
ed research  papers  at  the  N.C.  Colle- 
giate Academy  of  Science  meeting 
held  recently  at  UNC-Chapel  Hill. 
Representatives  from  more  than  15 
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North  Carolina  colleges  and  universi- 
ties attended. 

"To  present  a  paper  at  the  meeting 
is  an  honor,"  said  Dr.  Marsha  Fan- 
ning, chair  of  the  School  of  Natural 
Sciences.  "Most  who  attend  the  meet- 
ing are  there  as  members  of  the  audi- 
ence. Only  the  best  science  students 
across  the  state  present  papers." 

The  five  L-R  students  are  Meredith 
Vaughan  '02,  Kristie  Kempston  '02, 
Crown  Hoffman  '02,  Andrew  Shirlen 
'02  and  Kristin  Knight  '02.  Vaughan 
presented  her  research  on  screening 
drugs  that  may  play  a  role  in  obesity 
control;  Kempston  worked  on  the 
production  of  a  red  pigment  in  a  type 
of  bacteria;  Hoffman  worked  on  the 
effect  of  antibacterial  additives  in  soap; 
Shirlen  looked  at  the  impact  of  Mur- 
ray's Mill  Pond  on  the  organisms  in  the 
stream  above  and  below  the  dam;  and 
Knight  looked  at  the  impact  of  a  high 
protein  diet  on  the  developmental  rate 
of  the  tadpoles  of  African  clawed  frogs. 


Vaughan  and  Hoffman  received 
Derieux  Awards  (third  place).  Vaugh- 
an received  her  award  in  the  Biotech- 
nology and  Molecular  Biology  section 
and  Hoffman  received  his  in  the 
Health  Science  section.  Awards  are 
based  on  the  quality  of  research,  pre- 
sentation and  the  student's  ability  to 
answer  questions  about  the  work. 

Three  of  the  students  received 
Yarbrough  Research  Grants  through 
the  NCCAS,  which  helped  to  support 
their  research.  Vaughan  participated 
as  an  intern  at  Glaxo-Wellcome  phar- 
maceutical company  last  summer, 
where  she  completed  her  research. 

Dr.  Dale  Bumside  directed  the 
research  projects  of  Hoffman  and 
Kempston,  while  Dr.  John  Bishee 
directed  Shirlen's  and  Knight's  projects. 

Hicks  is  new 
football  coach 

Lenoir-Rhyne 
College  named 
Wflyne  W  Hicks  as 

head  football  coach 
effective  Jan.  1.  He 
reports  to  Neill  R. 
McGeachyJr.  '66, 

who  was  recently 

appointed  L-R's 

director  of  intercollegiate  athletics. 

Prior  to  his  appointment.  Hicks 
served  North  Carolina  A&T  State 
University  in  Greensboro,  N.C,  as 
associate  head  coach/defensive  coordi- 
nator. He  was  promoted  to  that  posi- 
tion in  March  2000,  after  having 
served  the  previous  five  years  as 
defensive  coordinator.  In  1999,  the 
American  Football  Coaches  Associa- 
tion nominated  Hicks  as  Assistant 
Coach  of  the  Year.  He  was  named 
Division  1-AA  Defensive  Coordinator 
of  the  Year  by  the  "American  Football 
Coaches"  magazine  in  October  2001 
and  July  2000. 

Prior  to  his  service  at  N.C.  A&T 
State  University,  Hicks  served  Elon 
University  for  seven  years  in  several 
capacities,  including  co-offensive 
coordinator  and  defensive  coordina- 
tor. In  addition  to  teaching  and 
coaching,  he  also  served  as  strength 
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Vice  President 
Sicip  Duhlstine  dies 

George  E."Skip"  Duhlstine  Jr.,  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  vice  president  of  administra- 
tion and  finance,  died  April  10  of  cancer. 

Duhlstine  joined  the  L-R  staff  in  1994 
after  working  more  than  20  years  in 
financial  management  at  other  Lutheran 
colleges.  Immediately  before  coming  to 
L-R,  he  served  as  director  of  finance/chief 
financial  officer  at  California  Lutheran 
University  in  Thousand  Oaks,  Calif.  Prior 
to  that  time,  he  served  as  assistant  con- 
troller of  Augustana  College  in  his  native 
Illinois  and  was  senior  accountant/staff 
accountant  for  Price  Waterhouse  and  Co. 
in  Chicago.  He  had  also  done  consulting 
work  for  independent  colleges.  He  held  a 
B.A.  degree  in  accounting  and  mathemat- 
ics from  Augustana  College  and  also  studied  at  California  Lutheran.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Terry;  two  grown  sons.  Dirk  and  Eric;  and  two  grandchildren. 

"Skip  was  an  accountant  with  imagination,"  said  Dr.  Ryan  LaHurd,  College  presi- 
dent. "His  financial  acumen  helped  put  Lenoir-Rhyne  on  a  sound  footing  in  budget- 
ing, investing,  and  managing  our  plant.  His  imagination  shows  itself  in  the  fact  that 
countless  people  who  have  come  on  campus  in  recent  years  have  commented  on  how 
great  everything  looks.  The  buildings,  the  signage,  the  landscaping  all  reflect  Skips 
care  and  sense  of  keeping  things  in  great  shape.  The  three  new  buildings  built  during 
his  tenure  happened  only  v^dth  his  careful  management  and  attention  to  detail." 

Charles  Snipes  '58,  president  and  CEO  of  the  Bank  of  Granite,  is  chair  of  the 
Finance  and  Investment  Committee  of  the  L-R  Board  of  Trustees.  He  worked  closely 
with  Duhlstine,  who  was  staff  liaison  to  the  committee.  "Skip  was  one  of  the  most 
capable  financial  people  I've  ever  worked  with,"  Snipes  said.  "In  addition  to  being  an 
outstanding  financial  person,  Skip  was  a  good  friend  to  everyone  who  knew  him." 

Duhlstine  was  actively  involved  in  planning  for  McCrorie  Center.  "To  him,  it  was 
a  very  special  project,  and  he  understood  what  the  building  is  going  to  mean  to  the 
College,"  Snipes  said.  It  was  Duhlstine's  wish  that  memorial  gifts  be  given  to  the 
McCrorie  Center  Maintenance  Endowment  Fund.  These  contributions  should  be 
addressed  to:  Lenoir-Rhyne  College,  PO.  Box  7467,  Hickory,  NC  28603.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  the  College  and  should  include  a  notation  indicating  the 
gift  is  in  memory  of  Skip  Duhlstine.  ■ 


and  conditioning  coach,  equipment 
manager  and  recruiting  manager. 
During  those  years  Elon  was  part 
of  the  South  Atlantic  Conference  to 
which  L-R  still  belongs. 

Paul  Bullock  to 
lead  PEF 

Paul  Bulloch  '92  has  been  named 
director  of  Lenoir-Rhyne  Colleges 
Piedmont  Educational  Foundation, 
which  raises  funds  for  athletic  schol- 
arships and  other  athletic  needs. 

Bullock  comes  to  the  College  with 
a  successful  record  in  sales  and  man- 
agement. He  previously  worked  as  ter- 
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ritory  sales  manager 
for  Wireless  Solu- 
tions/Motorola of 
Greenville,  S.C.;  and 
as  a  sales  representa- 
tive for  Ted  Lansing 
Corp.,  a  building 
products  supplier  in 
Greenville.  He  earlier 
worked  for  National  Linen  Service 
of  Charleston,  S.C,  advancing  from 
route  sales  to  area  distribution/service 
manager. 

Bullock  holds  a  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  in  business  administration  with 
a  management  concentration.  While 
a  student,  Bullock  was  an  offensive 
guard  on  the  L-R  football  team.  □ 


Faculty  Notes 

Achievements  and  honors 

Betty  Parker,  assistant  professor  of  nurs- 
ing, was  elected  to  the  North  Carolina 
Nurses  Association  (NCNA)  Commission 
On  Education  for  2002-03. 

Presentations 

Sara  Hotchkiss,  director  of  student  activities 
and  orientation,  and  two  colleagues  present- 
ed "What  They  Didn't  Teach  You  in  Gradu- 
ate School"  at  the  National  Orientation 
Directors  Association  conference  in  Toronto. 

Sue  Goldstein,  assistant  professor  of  edu- 
cation, presented  a  session  at  the  National 
Association  for  Gifted  Children  held  in 
Cincinnati.  The  topic  was  "Themes  and 
Simulations:  Differentiation  in  Group 
Activities." 

Dr.  Vicki  Schell  attended  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Research  Council  for  Mathemat- 
ics Learning.  She  served  on  the  conference 
committee,  and  was  a  facilitator  for  the 
working  group  on  mathematics  curricular 
issues. 

Dr.  Gail  Miles  and  Dick  Hull  attended  the 
ACM-Computer  Science  Education  Con- 
ference. Miles  was  part  of  a  panel  that 
addressed  the  use  of  Visual  Basic  as  a  rapid 
prototyping  tool,  and  Hull  participated  in 
activities  of  the  Consortium  for  Comput- 
ing in  Small  Colleges  as  a  member  of  the 
Southeastern  Steering  Committee. 

Publications 

David  Ratke,  professor  of  religion,  has 
published  a  book,  "Confession  and  Mis- 
sion, Word  and  Sacrament:  The  Ecclesial 
Theology  of  Wilhem  Lohe." 

Judy  Hilton  published  an  article,  "Folic 
Acid  Intake  of  Young  Women,"  in  the 
March/April  2002  "Journal  of  Obstetric, 
Gynecologic,  &  Neonatal  Nursing." 

Miscellaneous 

Visiting  assistant  professor  of  an,  R.  Bruce 
Shores,  exhibited  his  paintings  in  two  an 
shows:  The  Annual  Christmas  Gala  in  Chapel 
Hill;  and  The  Wmtershow  in  Greensboro. 

Promotions 

Promoted  to  full  professor: 

Drjohn  Cheek,  Dick  Hull,  Dr.  Kathy 

I\ey  and  Dr.  Sally  Jackson. 

Promoted  to  associate  professor: 
Dr  Walter  Murphy,  Dr  Paul  Weber, 
Sylvia  Bradshaw  and  Dr  Stephen  Scott. 

Promoted  to  assistant  professor: 
Joe  Smith. 

Granted  tenure: 

Dr.  John  Cheek,  Florence  Jowers,  Dr  Paul 

Weber  and  Dr.  Walter  Mwphy. 

New  to  L-R 

Ann  Daves,  director  of  promotions/ 
assistant  director  of  public  relations 


L-R  drama  group  celebrates 

75th  year 
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Pearl  Sezter  Deal: 

The  mother  of 
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Lenoir-Rhyne  students  per- 
formed plays  from  the  begin- 
ning. But  the  serious  study 
of  drama  and  its  perfonnance 
began  in  1926.  That  was  the 
year  Pearl  Setzer  Deal  '10 
joined  the  faculty  and  founded 
the  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  Playmakers. 
This  academic  year  marks  the  75  th 
anniversary  of  that  milestone. 

Deal,  or  "Teacher"  as  she  was  affec- 
tionately called  by  her  students,  grew 
up  on  a  farm  in  Catawba  County  as 
the  oldest  of  six  children.  After  gradu- 
ating from  L-R,  she  spent  approxi- 
mately 10  years  teaching  high  school 
students.  She  then  pursued  graduate 
studies  at  the  University  of  North  Car- 
olina at  Chapel  Hill  and  at  Columbia 
University  in  New  York  City. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Carolina 
Playmakers  at  UNC  in  1923-1925. 
This  group  sought  to  develop  a  native 
drama  of  North  Carolina  by  encour- 
aging people  across  the  state  to  write 
and  produce  plays  about  the  state's 
folkways.  While  at  Carolina,  she  was 
named  assistant  representative  of 
community  drama.  These  years  were 
very  influential,  since  she  modeled 
the  L-R  Playmakers  after  the  UNC 
group. 

In  1925,  she  spent  one  year  at 
Summerland  College  as  head  of  the 
Department  of  English.  That  year  she 
was  also  paid  by  the  Catawba  County 
Commission  to  write  and  produce 
a  pageant  about  the  history  of  the 
county  That  pageant,  "The  Building 
of  Catawba,"  was  well-received  when 
it  was  performed  at  the  county  fair- 
grounds. Also  in  1925,  Deal  designed 
the  Catawba  County  seal,  which  is 
still  in  use  today. 

The  next  year,  she  joined  the  L-R 
faculty.  She  was  to  have  a  profound 
influence  on  the  students  she  taught 
for  the  next  27  years.  The  Playmakers' 
first  production  was  "The  Rivals,"  a 
comedy  by  18th  century  playwright 
Richard  Sheridan.  The  program  from 
that  perfonnance  carried  this  note: 
"The  profanity  Sheridan  uses  in  this 
play  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  of  Lenoir  Rhyne,  but  is  in 
keeping  with  the  art  of  the  play  and 
the  spirit  of  the  times  in  which  it  was 
written." 
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Described  as  stern  but  sympathetic 
by  former  students.  Deal  taught  play- 
writing,  acting  and  theatre  produc- 
tion. She  also  served  as  dean  of 
women  in  her  early  years  at  the  Col- 
lege. In  1926,  the  Lenoir-Rhynean 
student  newspaper  wrote  about  her: 
"Miss  Setzer  is  never  too  busy  to  talk 
to  the  students,  to  lend  them  a  help- 
ing hand  and  a  word  of  friendly 
advice.  She  is  not  here  to  serve  as  a 
watchman,  to  see  that  we  keep  the 
rules  of  the  college  —  but  simply  as 
a  friend  and  guide." 

Deal  assigned  her  drama  students 
to  write  one-act  plays  about  the  life  of 
ordinary  people  in  the  region.  Each 
year,  the  best  of  these  efforts  were 
produced  by  the  students  and  entered 


loved  the  art  of  playmaking. 

She  was  a  wonderful 

taskmaster  If  she  thought  a 

student  had  any  kind  of  talent, 

she  pushed  it. " 


in  a  statewide  competition  sponsored 
by  the  Carolina  Playmakers.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Hacawa,  some  of  those 
early  student  plays  included  "At  the 
Com  Shuckin',"  "Spendin  Pa's 
Money"  and  "Liquor  and  Law." 

Deal  was  also  a  prolific  playwright 
herself.  Over  the  years,  she  wrote  and 
produced  a  number  of  religious 
pageants,  patriotic  plays,  plays  for 
civic  groups  and  even  a  semi-centen- 
nial pageant  about  Lenoir-Rhyne. 
Each  spring,  she  also  oversaw  the 
College's  May  Day  celebration  during 
which  the  May  Queen  and  her  court 
were  crowned.  During  her  tenure,  the 
College  sponsored  a  drama  competi- 
tion for  high  school  students  in  west- 
ern North  Carolina. 

Deal  married  Loy  Edgar  Deal  on 
Aug.  31,  1935,  when  she  was  46  years 
old.  Although  she  never  had  any  chil- 
dren of  her  own,  her  Playmakers 
often  visited  in  her  home. 

Lois- Anne  Deorsey  Snyder  '53  was 
one  of  Pearl  Setzer  Deal's  students. 


"She  was  a  little  woman  —  wiry  and 
tough  —  and  she  loved  the  art  of 
playmaking,"  she  recalled  about  her 
former  teacher.  "She  was  a  wonderful 
taskmaster."  Snyder  added,  "If  she 
thought  a  student  had  any  kind  of  tal- 
ent, she  pushed  it." 

Snyder  said  Deal  was  a  stickler  for 
correct  pronunciation.  "The  students 
adored  her,  but  respected  her.  She 
could  take  a  very  shy  young  man,  and 
she  could  see  something  in  him." 

An  article  in  the  1936  Hacawa  put 
it  this  way:  "Mrs.  Pearl  Setzer  Deal  . . . 
takes  the  most  undetermined,  unde- 
veloped person  and  brings  forth  a  side 
of  him  which  he  had  scarcely  been 
conscious  of  possessing." 

Carlton  'Buddy"  Deal  '50  also 
remembers  being  one  of  Deal's  stu- 
dents. "If  you  did  well  in  dramatics, 
you  could  call  her  Teacher,"  he  said. 
"If  you  didn't,  you  could  address  her 
as  Miss  Setzer." 

Buddy  Deal  remembered  that  she 
encouraged  him  to  enter  a  drama 
competition,  which  he  won.  The  prize 
was  a  job  in  summer  stock  theatre  in 
Plymouth,  Mass.  When  he  returned 
to  Hickory,  he  helped  organize  the 
Hickory  Little  Theatre,  now  known 
as  the  Hickory  Community  Theatre. 

In  1933,  Dr  Gordon  Huffman  '35 
penned  this  tribute  to  his  teacher: 
"Much  of  the  credit  for  the  success 
of  the  plays  goes  to  Miss  Setzer,  who 
works  without  ceasing  to  arrange 
every  detail  which  will  make  the  play 
a  success." 

The  College  yearbook  was  dedicat- 
ed to  Pearl  Setzer  Deal  in  1946. 
Although  she  was  ill  in  her  last  years, 
Deal  continued  to  work  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  until  1953.  She  died  on  Aug. 
23,  1954. 

In  March  1976,  on  the  50th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Play- 
makers, the  College  group  and  the 
Hickory  Community  Theatre  staged 
"You  Can't  Take  It  With  You."  Mem- 
bers of  Deal's  family  attended  as  spe- 
cial guests  and  a  newspaper  article 
recounted  her  contributions  to  Play- 
makers and  the  community.  Today,  the 
contributions  of  Pearl  Setzer  Deal  are 
remembered  through  the  awarding  of 
"Pearlies"  each  year  to  Pla}Tnakers' 
most  outstanding  perfonners.  □ 
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Playmakers 
in  the  modern  era 


fter  Pearl  Setzer  Deal  '10 

retired  as  director  of  Playmakers,  the 
College  hired  Bradford  Arrington  to  take 
her  place.  There  are  few  records  from  the 
years  he  spent  at  the  College. 

In  1956,  George  Spence  was  hired  to 
lead  the  Playmakers.  He  would  take  the 
theatre  group  into  the  modem  era  with 
the  production  of  more  contemporary 
plays  and  the  restructuring  of  drama  class- 
es. Spence  had  earned  his  masters  degree 
from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill,  the  same  institution  that  ear- 
lier influenced  Deal.  Spence  also  had 
worked  as  a  professional  actor,  appearing 
in  a  number  of  outdoor  dramas,  including 
'The  Lost  Colony"  and  "Horn  in  the 
West."  While  working  in  "The  Lost 
Colony"  he  met  another  aspiring  actor, 
Andy  Griffith,  and  later  made  a  guest 
appearance  on  "The  Andy  Griffith  Show." 

Spence  added  courses  to  the  theatre 
curriculum  in  costuming,  makeup  and 
other  technical  subjects.  He  also  forged 
a  close  relationship  with  the  Hickory 
Community  Theatre.  The  year  Spence 
was  hired,  the  PE.  Monroe  Auditorium 
was  under  construction,  he  recalled.  Dur- 
ing his  tenure  at  L-R,  he  continued  to  act 
in  outdoor  dramas  during  the  summer. 

"I  loved  the  place  and  enjoyed  work- 
ing there,"  he  said  about  his  experiences 
at  the  College.  "I  worked  with  some 
excellent  students."  After  leaving  L-R, 
he  returned  to  professional  acting  until 
he  retired  to  Kill  Devil  Hills,  N.C. 

For  one  year,  in  1960-1961,  Dr. 
Suzanne  "Suzje"  Jeffers  '56  filled  in  for 
Spence  while  he  was  on  sabbatical.  That 
year,  the  Hacawa  listed  her  as  co-director 
of  the  group  along  with  Spence  and  John 
Sneden,  another  drama  professor. 


Jeffers  remained  at  L-R  as  an  English 
professor  for  more  than  35  years.  While 
at  the  College,  she  continued  her  associa- 
tion with  Playmakers  —  acting,  directing 
and  designing  costumes.  "Fm  not  a  seam- 
stress," Jeffers  said.  "Fm  more  from  the 
hot  glue  and  staple  school  of  design!"  She 
and  her  husband,  Charles  Jeffers  '76, 
have  also  been  active  with  the  Hickory 
Community  Theatre,  and  that  group's 
auditorium  was  recently  renamed  the 
Jeffers  Theatre  in  their  honor. 

After  Spence  left  the  College  in  1963, 
Sam  Baker  was  hired  as  drama  professor 
and  director  of  Playmakers.  In  1972,  the 
College  hired  Dr.  Marion  Love.  She  had 
a  one-year  appointment  as  a  Spanish 
professor.  Love  had  a  master's  degree  in 
Spanish  and  a  Ph.D.  in  theatre  arts.  It  did- 
n't take  her  long  to  find  Sam  Baker  and 
begin  a  long  and  productive  professional 
collaboration. 

Baker  remained  with  the  College  from 
1963  to  1976,  serving  as  professor  of  the- 
atre. After  her  first  year.  Love  became  artis- 
tic director  of  Playmakers.  In  1976,  she 
was  picked  as  chair  of  the  newly  created 
Department  of  Theatre  Arts  and  Commu- 
nications. From  1991  through  1994,  she 
served  as  chair  of  the  Di\dsion  of  Humani- 
ties. Today,  she  is  director  of  the  College's 
Office  of  International  Education. 

"Sam  had  a  superb  team,"  Love 
recalled.  "There  was  an  energy  that  per- 
meated the  whole  program,  and  it  was  felt 
by  the  community  at  large." 

Kathryn  Greaihouse  '68,  a  member 
of  the  L-R  Board  of  Trustees,  was  one  of 
Baker's  students.  "He  really  inspired  me," 
she  said.  "I  never  thought  much  about 
live  theatre  before  then."  Greathouse 
remembered  that  Baker's  students  in 


Drama  II  were  required  to  perform  a 
scene  from  a  play  as  their  final  exam. 
"People  from  town  would  come  and 
watch  our  final  exam!"  she  said.  "People 
would  come  and  write  reviews!"  As  a 
result  of  her  brush  with  drama  at  L-R,  she 
developed  a  life-long  interest  in  theatre 
and  later  served  as  executive  director  of 
the  Catawba  County  Council  for  the  Arts. 

During  Love's  involvement  with  Play- 
makers, the  group's  performances  often 
pushed  the  envelope  of  small-town  sensi- 
bilities. "We  attempted  to  pick  shows 
that  we  thought  were  meaningful  to  the 
times,"  Love  said.  "The  presidents  of  the 
College  were  always  supportive  of  Play- 
makers, even  when  some  audience  mem- 
bers disagreed  with  artistic  choices." 

In  the  1970s,  the  group  staged  the 
Greek  classic  "Antigone"  but  set  it  in 
modern  Nicaragua,  where  the  American 
CIA  had  been  involved  in  a  civil  war. 
Audience  members  were  given  "pass- 
ports" that  were  stamped  at  the  door. 
Actors  costumed  as  guerrilla  fighters  and 
carrying  rifles  were  stationed  at  "check- 
points" in  the  auditorium.  During  the 
show,  the  "soldiers"  accosted  members 
of  the  audience,  "arrested"  them  and 
escorted  them  out  of  the  building. 

Later  Playmakers  perfonned  the  Russ- 
ian play  "Sarcophagus"  about  the  nuclear 
disaster  at  Chernobyl.  To  prepare  for  the 
play.  Love  and  members  of  Playmakers 
contacted  Duke  Energy  to  ask  if  they 
could  talk  to  employees  about  nuclear 
safety.  Although  Duke  officials  were  skep- 
tical at  first,  they  allowed  the  students  to 
tour  a  nuclear  power  plant.  When  Play- 
makers presented  the  play,  power  officials 
were  on  hand  to  discuss  their  safety  pre- 
cautions with  the  audience. 
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Playmakers  also  made  some  thought- 
provoking  casting  decisions.  One  year,  a 
black  actor  was  cast  as  Jesus  in  the  musi- 
cal "Jesus  Christ  Superstar."  Despite  spo- 
radic complaints  about  the  appropriate- 
ness of  some  plays,  Love  stood  up  for  the 
rights  of  artistic  expression.  The  produc- 
tion ensembles  began  a  practice  of  hav- 
ing the  actors  and  crew  appear  on  stage 
after  the  performance  and  conduct  a  dis- 
cussion Mdth  the  audience  about  the 
meaning  of  the  play. 

However,  all  the  shows  from  that  peri- 
od were  not  controversial.  Each  year 
Playmakers  staged  a  popular  musical.  It 
also  ran  a  successful  Children's  Theatre 
under  the  direction  of  Sylvia  Hoffmire. 
The  group  maintained  its  popular  appeal 
with  the  residents  of  Hickory  and  for 
many  years  staged  a  well-attended  dinner 
theatre  at  Mulls  Restaurant.  Theatre 
professionals  Ray  Mills  and  his  wife, 
C.  Jane  Johnson,  were  the  inspiration 
behind  this  event. 

"We  were  trying  to  inspire  passion," 
Love  said.  "We  were  also  adamant  about 
the  business."  The  group  helped  many 
students  build  the  self-confidence  and 
presentation  skills  that  would  later  help 
them  in  leadership  roles.  The  group  also 
involved  faculty  and  staff.  Love  said  she 
was  especially  grateful  for  the  creative 
energies  of  Jean  Cauthen,  who  collabo- 
rated in  both  the  visual  and  theatrical 
activities  of  the  program. 

Beginning  in  the  1970s,  Lenoir-Rhyne 
sponsored  a  Summer  Theatre  program 
managed  by  Dr.  Ellis  Boatman,  a  College 
history  professor.  Although  not  officially 
a  part  of  Playmakers,  this  program 
strengthened  ties  between  the  communi- 
ty and  College.  This  program  continued 
until  Boatman's  death  in  1997.  Boatman 
was  also  active  with  the  Hickory  Com- 
munity Theatre  and  wrote  theatre 
reviews  for  The  Hickory  News. 

In  1992,  the  L-R  Playmakers  engaged 
in  a  daring  cultural  exchange  with  the 
Russian  Academy  of  Theatre  Arts.  First 
the  Russian  actors  came  to  Hickory  for  a 
performance.  Most  of  the  Russians  could 


not  speak  English,  and  the  L-R  perform- 
ers could  not  speak  Russian.  Love  direct- 
ed the  group  in  a  mixture  of  Russian  and 
English.  During  performances,  the  Rus- 
sians spoke  Russian,  while  the  Americans 
spoke  their  lines  in  English.  Somehow, 
"through  the  magic  of  theatre"  the  audi- 
ence understood. 

Then  it  was  time  for  the  L-R  group  to 
travel  to  Russia  and  stage  another  play 
with  Russian  students.  It  was  quite  a 
challenge,  since  the  Russian  method  of 
instruction  called  for  students  to  work  in 
the  theatre  and  study  plays,  but  not  act 
until  their  last  year.  The  economy  in  Rus- 
sia was  strugghng  and  there  was  very  lit- 
tle financial  support.  Once  again,  despite 
the  language  barrier,  the  play  was  a  criti- 
cal and  popular  success.  "It  was,  for  me, 
an  absolutely  stunning  experience  to 
work  in  Russia  with  such  gifted  student 
actors,"  Love  said. 

In  1968,  Sam  Baker  left  L-R  for  a  year. 
During  this  time,  Playmakers  was  led  by 
Roland  Oesterrich,  who  had  worked  as  an 
actor,  teacher  and  technical  director.  At  the 
end  of  the  year.  Baker  returned  to  the  Col- 
lege and  Oesterrich  left  to  work  in  local 
businesses.  After  several  years,  Oesterrich 
returned  to  L-R  and  is  now  manager  of  the 
College  Post  Office.  In  1994,  Baker  left 
Lenoir-Rhyne  again  to  work  as  an  actor 
in  New  York  City.  Tragically,  he  died  of  a 
heart  attack  soon  afterward. 

The  College  then  hired  Donegan 
Smith  to  direct  the  Playmakers.  Smith 
had  worked  many  years  as  a  professional 
actor  in  New  York  City  and  Los  Angeles. 
Many  people  remember  him  as  one  of 
the  actors  in  a  TV  commercial  for  Grey 
Poupon  mustard.  He  also  performed  on 
numerous  TV  series,  including  "General 
Hospital,"  "Days  of  Our  Lives,"  "Fantasy 
Island"  and  "Archie  Bunker's  Place" 
among  others. 

Smith  had  decided  to  retire  from  act- 
ing and  picked  Hickory  as  his  new  home 
based  on  a  magazine  article.  He  and  his 
wife  were  riding  around  town  when  they 
noticed  PE.  Monroe  Auditorium.  On  an 
impulse,  Smith  got  out  and  left  a  copy  of 


his  resume.  A  few  months  later,  he  was 
hired.  Smith  worked  at  the  College  until 
he  retired  again  in  2000.  He  still  main- 
tains ties  with  area  theatre,  sen.ang  as 
guest  director  of  Foothills  Performing 
Arts  about  once  a  year. 

In  2000,  Joe  Sturgeon  became  the 
current  artistic  director  of  Playmakers. 
Sturgeon  has  a  master  of  fine  arts  degree 
from  the  University  of  North  Carolina- 
Greensboro  and  for  five  years  was  a 
member  of  the  performance  faculty  at 
Middle  Tennessee  State  University. 

"We  intend  to  become  professionally 
oriented,  rather  than  just  emphasizing 
theatre  as  an  extra-curricular  activity,"  he 
said  about  his  vision  for  the  future.  To 
further  that  goal,  he  has  established  a 
relationship  between  Playmakers  and  the 
Blue  Shift  Theatre  Ensemble  in  Boone. 
Eric  Johnson,  Sturgeon's  college  room- 
mate, is  the  artistic  director  of  Blue  Shift, 
which  performs  recent  theatrical  works. 

This  summer,  four  L-R  students  will 
work  with  the  professional  group  when  it 
visits  L-R  to  perform  "Ruth,"  a  modem 
drama  based  on  the  biblical  story  of  Ruth. 

"Our  No.  1  priority  is  what  is  the  best 
educational  experience  for  our  students," 
Sturgeon  said.  "It's  also  our  responsibiUty 
to  help  keep  important  plays  alive  (by 
performing  them.)"  To  achieve  his  goals, 
he  works  closely  with  David  McManus, 
production  manager  and  technical  direc- 
tor. Playmakers  has  revived  the  Chil- 
dren's Theatre  component  this  year  by 
performing  "Charlotte's  Web."  During  its 
75th  anniversary  season,  the  group  also 
performed  the  Shakespearean  classic 
"The  Tragedy  of  Macbeth,"  as  well  as 
"Talley's  Folly,"  a  modern  romantic  com- 
edy, and  "The  Praying  Mantis,"  a  con- 
temporary dark  comedy. 

"It's  a  balance,"  Sturgeon  said  about 
his  efforts  to  pro\adc  entertainment  and 
involve  non-theatre  majors  while  empha- 
sizing professional  competence.  □ 

Many  others  have  served  Playmakers  as  occasional 
directors,  set  designers,  costumers  and  publicists. 
We  regret  that  we  cannot  acknowrledge  them  ail. 
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Over  the  wall  with  IN 


For  one  L-R 

graduate, 
life  is  the  pits 


Ryan  Buscaglio  '01  wasn't  a 
NASCAR  fan  when  growing 
up  in  Lake  Worth,  Fla.  But  all 
that  changed  in  1999,  when  a 
representative  of  Bill  Elliott's 
racing  team  dropped  by  the 
/  Lenoir-Rhyne  football  coach's 
office  looking  for  young,  strong  ath- 
letes interested  in  trying  out  for  the 
team's  pit  crew. 

Heath  Cherry 
'00,  the  team  cap- 
tain, picked  up  a 
brochure.  He 
encouraged  team- 
mate Buscaglio  to 
go  with  him  to  the 
tryouts. 

Unlike  many  of 
those  trying  out, 

Buscaglio  wasn't  starstruck.  "I  didn't 
know  who  Bill  Elliott  was,"  he 
admitted. 

Buscaglio  said  the  tryout  consisted 
of  some  quickness  drills  similar  to 
football  practice.  The  team  was  look- 
ing for  someone  who  was  "strong, 
quick  and  accurate,"  he  explained. 
In  addition,  "You  have  to  be  good 
under  pressure." 

He  and  Cherry  were  well  prepared 
since  they  had  just  finished  football 
camp.  Both  were  offered  positions  on 
Bill  Elliott's  over-the-wall  team.  Cherry 
took  the  offer,  but  Buscaglio  didn't 
accept  right  away.  He  thought  it  might 
interfere  with  playing  lineback  and 
fullback  on  the  football  team.  He  also 
had  a  lot  of  schoolwork  to  do  as  part 
of  his  occupational  therapy  major. 

The  following  year,  after  completing 
his  football  career  at  L-R,  Buscaglio 
was  approached  again  by  the  Elliott 
team.  This  time,  he  joined  the  crew 
as  a  tire  carrier. 

For  a  year,  he  worked  out  with  the 
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Buscaglio 


pit  crew  and  traveled  with  the  team 
on  weekends  to  participate  in  races. 
In  2001,  he  switched  to  the  Roush 
Racing  Team,  where  he  now  works 
as  a  front  tire  carrier  [or  Jeff  Burton. 

Buscaglio  soon  found  a  way  to 
combine  his  schoolwork  with  racing. 
While  a  senior,  he  participated  in  an 
occupational  therapy  internship  at  a 
clinic  in  Mooresville  that  treats  many 
NASCAR  crew  members. 

As  a  school  project,  he  conducted 
an  ergonomic  study  of  pit  crews.  He 
videotaped  numerous  crews  at  work. 
Then  he  analyzed  the  tape  and  pre- 
dicted what  types  of  injuries  might 
result  from  these  movements.  Finally, 
he  interviewed  doctors  and  trainers 
who  treated  pit  crew  injuries.  His 
research  confirmed  his  theory  that 
back  injuries  were  the  most  common 
type  of  injury  sustained  by  pit  crew 
members. 

As  part  of  his  study,  Buscaglio 
devised  methods  of  preventing  these 
injuries.  "The  main  thing  is  getting 
these  guys  in  shape  to  prevent  the 
injuries,"  he  said. 

Buscaglio  knows  from  experience 
that  the  job  requires  a  physically  fit 
person.  He  explained  that  he  must 
vault  over  the  pit  wall,  which  can 


range  from  one  foot  to  three  feet  in 
height.  He  carries  a  tire  weighing 
approximately  70  pounds  to  the  front 
of  the  car,  where  the  tire  changer 
tightens  the  glued-on  lug  nuts.  Then 
they  repeat  the  job  on  the  other  side 
of  the  car.  The  seven  over-the-wall 
crew  members  also  must  be  alert  to 
other  cars  that  may  come  down  pit 
road  at  50  miles  per  hour. 

The  goal  is  to  be  able  to  change  all 
four  tires  and  put  fuel  into  the  car  in 
less  than  14  seconds.  A  good  pit  stop 
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Ryan  Buscaglio  '01  (in  front)  races  to 
change  a  tire  during  a  pit  stop  at  a 
NASCAR  race.  Buscaglio  is  a  full-time 
occupational  therapist  on  weekdays, 
but  on  Sundays,  he  joins  the  over- 
the-wall  crew  for  driver  JeJ[f  Burton. 


can  make  the  difference  between 
winning  and  losing  a  race. 

As  Mike  Fish,  a  reporter  for  CNNSl. 
com  wrote:  "If  you  think  the  guys 
working  the  pits  are  a  bunch  of  beer- 
guzzUng  motorheads,  guess  again. 
It's  a  new  day,  fueled  by  escalating 
dollars,  where  nearly  every  race  team 
has  its  own  weight-room  for  guys  to 
pump  iron  and  vitamin  supplements 
are  a  staple  of  many  a  jack  man  and 
tire  changer." 

The  article  quoted  Terra  Flynn,  a 
former  Navy  Seal  and  pit  crew  coach 
for  Bill  Elliott,  as  saying:  "It  seems  to 
be  the  trend  to  go  after  football  play- 
ers (for  pit  crew  members).  You  want 
your  tire  changers  to  be  real  nimble 
—  quick  hands,  quick  feet,  good  agili- 
ty. The  tire  carriers  may  be  a  little 
beefier.  Certainly,  the  jack  man 
and  gas  man  have  to  have  a  fair 
amount  of  upper  body  strength." 
Buscaglio  is  now  a  registered 
occupational  therapist  who 
works  full-time  at  Davis  Region- 
al Medical  Center  in  Statesville, 
N.C.  But  during  racing  season, 
he  is  a  tire  carrier  for  Jeff  Bur- 
ton's NASCAR  team. 

As  part  of  his  preparation, 
he  travels  to  Concord  three 
nights  a  week  to  practice  and 
work  out  in  a  gym  the  team 
owns.  The  Roush  Team,  like 
most  big  racing  teams,  has  its 


own  trainer  to  help  the  team  mem- 
bers stay  in  shape. 

The  schedule  can  be  grueling. 
On  race  weekends,  he  flies  out  of 
North  Carolina  before  davvm  on  Sun- 
day and  then  flies  back  home  Sunday 
night.  It  helps  that  the  team  has  its 
own  jet. 

But  at  8  a.m.  Monday,  it's  time 
to  return  to  work  at  the  hospital. 
Buscaglio  said  he  is  lucky  to  have 
an  understanding  boss  when  he  has 
to  be  gone  an  extra  day  due  to  rain 
delays. 

Although  he  wasn't  familiar  with 
NASCAR  when  he  first  tried  out  as 
a  pit  crew  member,  he  has  now  been 
bitten  by  the  racing  bug.  "It's  a  new 
way  of  keeping  competitive,"  he  said 
about  his  part-time  job.  "1  always 
wanted  to  be  a  professional  athlete 
and  travel  the  world.  This  is  my  way 
of  doing  that." 

Buscaglio  sees  a  bright  future  for 
using  his  occupational  therapy  skills 
to  work  with  NASCAR  teams.  He  said 
he  is  fortunate  to  be  one  of  the  few 
people  who  has  had  experience  on  an 
over- the- wall  team  and  also  has  a 
medical  background. 

And  his  former  teammate  Heath 
Cherry's  career  is  also  picking  up 
speed.  He  is  currently  working  as  a 
rear  tire  carrier  for  Jimmy  Spencer. 
During  the  week,  he  works  in  motor- 
sports  marketing.  D 
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A  special  Christmas  present 


L-R  trustee  donates  kidney 
to  a  friend 


Last  year,  the  Rex.  David  Lohr 
'63,  pastor  of  Ascension 
Lutheran  Church  in  Shelby, 
N.C.,  received  a  very  special 
Christmas  gift  from  Kathryn 
Taylor  Greathouse  '68. 
Greathouse,  a  member  of 
the  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  Board  of 
Trustees,  gave  one  of  her  kidneys  to 
Lohr.  Greathouse  and  her  husband, 
Richard,  are  partners  in  Greathouse- 
Jones  Construction,  which  built  a 
retirement  home  for  Lohr  and  his  wife, 
Betty  '65.  During  this  project,  the  two 
couples  met  and  became  friends. 

Lohr  had  known  for  32  years  that 
he  had  a  kidney  problem,  the  result 
of  a  childhood  strep  infection.  "The 
kidneys  that  filter  the  blood  are 
scarred,"  he  explained.  Over  the 
years,  his  doctor  kept  tabs  on  the 
condition,  which  gradually  worsened. 

A  year  and  a  half  ago,  Lohr  went 
on  peritoneal  dialysis.  He  explained 
that  in  this  procedure,  a  sugar  solu- 
tion is  pumped  into  the  patients 
abdomen  each  night.  Through 
osmosis,  the  impurities  in  the  blood 
are  absorbed  by  the  solution,  which 
is  then  drained  from  the  patient  in 
the  morning. 

"I  did  it  at  home  when  I  was 
asleep,"  he  explained.  Doctors  told 
him  that  he  could  benefit  from  a 
kidney  transplant. 

The  Greathouses  learned  of  Lohr's 
need  when  they  ran  into  him  last 
spring.  Both  immediately  volunteered. 
A  few  months  later,  they  received  a 
call  from  Lohr  asking  if  they  were 
serious  about  their  offer.  Both  said 
they  were. 

Kathy  Greathouse  said  she  intu- 
itively knew  she  was  going  to  be 
the  donor.  "1  felt  so  strongly  that  we 
would  match."  She  and  her  husband 
traveled  to  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  Hospital  at  Chapel  Hill  to 
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''In  this  whole  process 
they  have  been  Christ 
to  me:  self-sacrificing. " 

Rev.  David  Lohr 


have  tests  run.  Her  husband  was 
rejected  because  he  had  once  had  a 
kidney  stone.  However,  Kathy  passed 
the  tests  with  flying  colors.  Not  only 
was  she  in  excellent  health,  but  her 
blood  matched  Lohr's. 

In  November  2001,  they  got  the 
final  go-ahead  for  the  procedure. 
They  were  scheduled  for  the  opera- 
tion Dec.  14,  but  had  to  postpone 
it  because  of  an  emergency  surgery 
involving  a  child.  They  rescheduled 
for  Dec.  19.  Shortly  before  the 
surgery,  "David  came  in  and  had  a 
prayer  with  us,"  Kathy  said.  "It  was 
pretty  emotional."  All  went  well  in 
the  operating  room  and,  after  a  few 
days'  recovery,  both  were  released 
from  the  hospital.  She  went  home 


The  Rev.  David  Lohr  '63  received  a  kid- 
ney from  Kathryn  Taylor  Greathouse  '68 
shortly  before  Christmas  2001. 

Dec.  23  and  he  left  on  Christmas  Eve. 

Greathouse's  recovery  was  very 
short,  and  Lohr  was  back  at  work  in 
two  months.  Not  only  are  Lohr  and 
his  family  immensely  thankful,  but 
so  is  his  church,  which  he  has  pas- 
tored  for  24  years.  Many  church 
members  have  sent  Greathouse  cards 
and  letters  of  appreciation.  They 
have  invited  her  to  a  church  picnic 
this  summer. 

"They  love  their  pastor,"  Greathouse 
said.  She  added  that  she  also  felt  very 
supported  through  the  process  by  the 
members  of  her  church,  Northminster 
Presbyterian  in  Hickory. 

Lohr  said  of  the  Greathouses: 
"In  this  whole  process  they  have 
been  Christ  to  me:  self-sacrificing." 
Greathouse  responded:  "It  felt  right; 
it  was  right.  I  didn't  feel  like  I  was 
sacrificing." 

Lohr  added,  "As  much  as  I  respect 
the  doctors,  I  respect  her  more."        □ 
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n/lcCrorie  Center  progresses;  gifts  still  needed  for  challenge 


The  McCrorie  Center  is  nearing  completion  and  will  be  ready  for  use 
in  the  fall  semester.  The  dedication  date  has  been  changed  to  Home- 
coming weekend  so  that  more  people  will  be  able  to  participate.  The 
new  time  for  this  event  is  10  a.m.  Oct.  4.  Mark  your  calendars  now  and 
plan  to  be  present  for  this  important  milestone  in  the  College's  history! 

Several  significant  gifts  have  helped  us  as  we  strive  to  meet  the 
Kresge  Foundation  Challenge,  but  more  work  remains  to  be  done.  This 
challenge  is  an  all-or-nothing  proposition  in  which  the  College  must 
raise  the  entire  project  cost  of  $9.8  million  by  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year, 
May  31,  2002.  If  we  meet  this  goal,  we  will  receive  $600,000  from  the 
Kresge  Foundation.  At  this  time,  the  College  sdll  needs  to  raise  approxi- 
mately $1.4  million. 

Mr.  and  Dr.  Marcus  C.  Midgett,  who  are  both  1962  graduates  of 
Lenoir-Rhyne,  have  made  a  leadership  gift  of  $25,000  to  name  a  coach's 
office  in  the  new  building.  The  Midgetts  live  in  Maiden  and  are  mem- 
bers of  the  College's  Founders'  Society  and  President's  Society. 

The  Midgett  family  estabUshed  the  David  R  McRee  Family  Endow- 
ment, which  provides  scholarships  for  L-R  education  students.  This 
foundation  honors  Marcus  Midgett's  grandparents.  Marcus  Midgett 
earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in  business  administration  and  played  on 
L-R's  football  team  that  won  the  national  championship  in  1960.  Prior 
to  his  retirement,  he  served  as  data  processing  manager  at  Carolina 
Mills  Inc.  in  Maiden.  Faye  Keever  Midgett  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
early  childhood  education  and  English  from  L-R  and  also  holds  a  Ph.D. 
Prior  to  her  retirement,  she  was  a  kindergarten  teacher  at  S.  Ray  Lowder 
Elementary  School. 

Charles  F.  Connor  Jr.  and  Charles  F.  Connor  III  '79  have  donated 
$25,000  to  name  a  sports  medicine  faculty  office.  Charles  Connor  Jr. 
and  his  wife,  Jean,  are  members  of  L-R's  Founders  Society.  He  is  also  a 
former  member  of  the  College's  Board  of  Visitors.  In  1960,  he  founded 
County- Wide  Insurance  in  Claremont.  He  is  also  a  founder  of  various 
restaurants,  including  Mom  'n'  Pops  Ham  House,  Western  Steer  Family 
Steakhouse  and  Sagebrush  Steakhouse  and  Saloon. 

Connor  Jr.  also  has  served  as  president  and  chairman  of  the  board 
for  the  North  Carolina  Restaurant  Association.  He  received  the  Thad 
Eure  Jr.  Hospitality  Award,  a  statewide  honor  for  promoting  hospitality 
in  the  state  of  North  Carolina.  He  also  served  on  the  Travel  and  Tourism 
Board  under  Gov.  Jim  Hunt.  Connor  Jr.  and  his  wife  live  in  Conover  and 
are  active  in  Conover  United  Methodist  Church. 

Charles  F  Connor  III  '79  is  president  and  chairman  of  the  board  of 
First  Security  Company,  based  in  Hickory.  He  is  also  chairman  and  pres- 
ident of  the  board  of  Connor  Insurance  Co.  in  Claremont.  Connor  III  is 


a  current  member  of  the  L-R's  Business  Council  Board  of  Directors,  the 
L-R  Planned  Giving  Council  and  the  College's  Founders  Society.  First 
Security  is  also  a  member  of  the  President's  Society.  Connor  III  is  cur- 
rently president  of  the  Adrian  L.  Shuford  Branch  of  the  YMCA  of  the 
Catawba  Valley.  He  is  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  Association  of 
Certified  Public  Accountants  and  the  American  Institute  of  Certified 
Public  Accountants.  He  has  also  served  in  leadership  capacities  with 
many  community  and  civic  organizations.  He  and  his  wife,  Edie  '94, 
are  members  of  Catawba  United  Methodist  Church,  where  he  is  past 
president  of  the  Methodist  Men's  Group  and  a  member  of  the  Adminis- 
trative Board.  The  couple  has  one  son,  Charles  F.  Connor  TV,  and  two 
daughters,  Catie  and  Margaret  Connor. 

lyndsi  Little,  who  is  the  granddaughter  of  Connor  Jr.  and  the  niece  of 
Connor  III,  is  a  guard  on  the  L-R  women's  basketball  team. 

A  naming  gift  in  the  amount  of  $100,000  for  the  coaches'  locker 
room  has  been  given  by  David  Sparks  '68,  Ed  Byrd  '69,  Dan  Brittain 
'70  and  Phil  Stephens  '69.  All  were  members  of  the  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 
fraternity.  Sparks  is  a  member  of  the  L-R  Board  of  Trustees  and  is 
married  to  Lynne  Sparks  '68.  Byrd  is  the  incoming  president  of  the 
Piedmont  Educational  Foundation  Board  and  is  married  to  Polly  Byrd,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Visitors.  Brittain  is  a  member  of  the  PEF  Board 
and  is  married  o  Fonda  Brittain  '70,  who  is  on  the  Board  of  Visitors. 
Stephens  is  chair  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

Lockers  still  available 

Many  of  the  lockers  for  football  players  and  student  nurses  have 
also  been  named.  For  a  gift  of  $1,000,  donors  can  name  a  locker  in 
honor  or  memory  of  someone.  A  plaque  with  the  honoree's  name  will 
be  placed  on  the  locker  recognizing  this  gift.  For  a  gift  of  $2,500,  you 
can  name  a  coach's  locker.  Although  all  of  the  nursing  lockers  have 
been  named,  some  student  athlete  lockers  are  still  available.  For  more 
information  about  the  locker  campaign,  contact  Rich  Duncan  at 
duncanr<®lrc.edu  or  call  (828)  328-7339. 

Another  boost  for  the  campaign  has  come  from  Icenhour  Furniture, 
which  has  donated  the  furniture  for  the  main  lobby  and  the  nursing/ 
occupational  therapy  reception  area. 

Photos  of  the  McCrorie  Center  building,  as  well  as  a  listing  of 
project  donors,  may  be  found  on  the  College  Web  site  at  www.lrc.edu. 
For  more  information  about  giving  to  this  exciting  project,  contact 
Teri  Lemons,  vice  president  for  advancement,  at  lemons@lrc.edu,  or 
call  (828)  328-7360. 

Cannon  Trusts  pay  for  equipment 

The  Charles  A.  Cannon  Charitable  Trusts  One  and  Two  have  awarded 
the  College  $125,000  to  pay  for  upgrading  the  equipment  in  the  TV 
Studio.  This  equipment  is  used  by  the  students  in  the  School  of  Com- 
munication and  Literature.  It  is  needed  to  bring  the  studio  into  compli- 
ance with  emerging  industry  standards.  On  Jan.  1,  2006,  all  television 
stations  in  the  United  States  must  turn  off  their  analog  signal  and  begin 
broadcasting  using  a  digital  signal.  The  grant  will  pay  for  new  equip- 
ment that  will  allow  the  College  to  convert  to  this  standard. Cannon 
Trusts  also  provided  funds  to  update  video  production  and  editing 
equipment  in  1997  and  1999.  ■ 

Additional  gifts  may  be  made  to  existing  endowments.  For  infor- 
mation on  how  to  establish  an  endowment,  contact  Teri  Lemons., 
vice  president  for  institutional  advancement,  at  (828)  328-7360. 
To  add  to  an  endowment,  contact  Vickie  Eckard,  director  of 
development  operations,  at  (828)  328-7336  or  eckardv@lrc.edu. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

Oli\er  David  Smith  '27 

of  Hickoty  on  Nov.  5 

Annie  Wilfong  Gilliland  '30 

of  Hickory  on  Jan.  30,  2000 

Beryl  Fry  Yount  '30 

of  Shelby  on  Oct.  22 

Howard  Eugene  Holshoitser  '30 

of  Winston-Salem  on  Jan.  23 

C.  Hugh  Moretz  '34 

of  Hickory  on  Feb.  11 

Mary  Lizzie  Heaviier  Anthony  '37 

of  Newton  on  Dec.  16 

Henry  Jerome  Secrest  '37 

of  Charlotte  on  Dec.  29 

Ann  Winget  Griffin  '39 

of  Greensboro  on  Nov.  30 

D.J.  "Nick"  Mando  '40 

of  Mocksville  on  Jan.  2 

Ollie  Lawrance  Wilkinson  '41 

of  Hickory  on  Jan.  14 

Mary  Neile  Burke  Little  '42 

of  Richmond,  Va.,  On  Oct.  17 

Samuel  L.  Ostwalt  '42 

of  Troutman  on  Aug.  8 

Nannie  Leatherman  Brooks  '43 

of  Vale  on  Jan.  10 

Maynard  Henry  Mangum  '48 

of  West  Jefferson  on  Dec.  11 

Jacob  "Hank"  Golden  '48 

of  Lake  Junaluska  on  Nov.  15 

Lucile  Bingham  Miller  '49 

of  Belleair  Bluffs,  Fla.,  on  Jan.  2,  2001 

Ethel  Mae  Goble  Hollar  '49 

of  Taylorsville  on  Dec.  4 

William  B.  DeMarcus  '50 

of  Winston-Salem  on  Nov.  16 

James  Patrick  "Buddy"  McGraw  '52 

of  Charlotte  on  Dec.  10 

Luther  Miles  Lineherger  '53 

of  Stanley  on  Nov.  20 

Rebecca  Costner  Mauney  '58 

of  Charlotte  on  Jan.  9 

Clinton  R.  Fisher  '58 

of  Winston-Salem  on  Feb.  11,  2001 

Jerry  Milton  Bogle  '58 

of  Newberry,  S.C.  on  Nov.  27 

Eula  Belle  Trexler  '63 

of  Hickory  on  Jan.  17 

Karen  helsey  Staples  '71 

of  Lilburn,  Ga.  on  Feb.  10,  2002 

Dehra  Anne  Owens  Wagnon  '96 

of  Hickory  on  Jan.  1 


CLASSNOTES 

«■  Qj-  |-  Shirley  Watters  Verhyla 

I  •  JJ  has  twin  15 -year-old 
grandchildren.  Their  mother  is  a  law 
professor  at  Texas  Tech  University. 

^mPIQjan  Baxley  has  retired 
I  •JO  from  Wake  County 
Human  Services,  where  she  worked 
as  a  physician  assistant  in  an  inner 
city  clinic. 

*j  Q^  A  Joe  Ann  Marchion  Shaf- 
I  •U V/er  has  accepted  the 
position  of  treasurer  for  Henderson 


L-R  alumnus  recognized  for  innovation 

Dale  Brill  '86  has  been  recognized  as  a  "champion  of  innovation"  by 
Fast  Company,  the  magazine  for  management  innovators.  He  was 
named  to  the  publication's  first  "Fast  50"  list,  which  recognizes  persons 
whose  achievements  have  led  to  significant  change  in  their  companies 
or  society.  The  list  was  published  in  the  magazine's  March  issue. 

"The  Fast  50  had  the  vision  to  see  ways  of  improving  our  world  — 
and  the  persistence  to  accomplish  their  goals,"  said  Fast  Company 
co-founder  and  co-editor  Alan  Webber.  "At  a  time  when  our  nation  is 
rediscovering  what  it  means  to  be  a  hero,  the  Fast  50  also  recognizes 
50  individuals  who  are  each  courageous  in  their  owm  way." 

Brill  is  global  solutions  leader  for  General  Motors  Europe  and  is 
the  company's  first  dean  of  e-commerce.  He  graduated  from  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  with  a  degree  in  business  and  earned  his  doctorate  from  the 
University  of  Tennessee  in  1996. 

In  his  job.  Brill  teaches  GM  executives  and  dealers  about  the 
Internet.  His  "eBoot  Camp  Experience"  immersed  2,500  people  in 
the  power  of  the  Net.  "We  needed  to  demystify  e-commerce  at  every 
level,  close  the  communication  gap  between  the  computer  geeks  and 
marketing  types,  and  enable  self-sufficiency,"  Brill  wrote. 

He  helped  create  the  world's  largest  mobile  Internet  classroom  that 
stopped  in  35  cities  and  conducted  48  hands-on  workshops  in  five 
months.  The  company  also  launched  four  satellite  broadcasts  and  32 
Web-based  seminars  to  12  countries. 

"We  appear  to  be  much  closer  to  e-transformation  than  before," 
Brill  said. 

More  information  about  Brill  and  others  named  to  the  Fast  50  list 
may  be  accessed  online  at  www.fastcompany.com/fast50.  ■ 


"^  £1^0  Steve  Ehlers  recently 
I  •  /  O  started  a  new  position 
as  a  business  development  officer 
v^th  Citizens  Bank  serving  the 
Montgomery  County,  Penn.,  area. 


County  Habitat  for  Humanity. 

«^  Q/^  J  Mary  Helen  Stasavich 

i  •©"retired  in  August  after  32 
years  with  the  Department  of 
Defense  Dependent  Schools.  She 
spent  one  year  in  Libya  and  31 
years  in  Germany. 

1  Aii  1^:  Ji"*)'  Klutz  Sink  has 

I  •  wO  been  awarded  one  of 
the  prestigious  Disney  American 
Teacher  Awards.  She  was  chosen 
from  an  apphcation  pool  of  1 1 1 ,000 
educators. 

^  Q^"f  Wayne  Yoder  retired 
I  •0/  from  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Energy  in  January  after 
completing  a  32-year  career  of  gov- 
ernment, civilian  and  military  ser- 
vice. 

^  f%J^f%  Greg  Vaughn  has  retired 
I  •  »/•  from  teaching  and  coach- 
ing in  the  Caldwell  County  School 
System. 

1 0*711  First  Citizens  Bank  has 
I  •  /  V  named  James  Whitworth 
Jr.  to  its  board  of  directors  in 
Catawba  County. 


07^  ^^^^^^^  Heavner  retired 
•  /  I  from  Douglas  County 
High  School  after  27  years  of  teach- 
ing. He  also  coached  varsity  foot- 
ball, soccer  and  tennis.  He  and  his 
wife,  Cindie,  now  live  in  Jensen 
Beach,  Fla. 

107  ^  30-Year  Reunion  during 
^  #  X  Homecoming  Oct.  4-5, 2002 

1075-^""'^  ^*'*''"  P^^^^  2n 
7/3  adjunct  instructor  in 

the  Education  Department  at  L-R, 

recently  received  her  national  board 

certification  from  the  National 

Board  of  Professional  Teaching 

Standards. 


'  MARRIED:  Yolanda 
'  Shimpock-Miller  and 


1975 

Thomas  Michael  Combs  on  Nov.  4. 
The  couple  lives  in  Kannapolis. 


Sharon  Hudson  Williams  received 
a  master's  in  education  from  James 
Madison  University  in  school 
administration.  Sharon  is  married 
to  Dr.  Daniel  S.  Williams  and  has 
two  sons,  Tim  and  Jon. 

^Qff  25-Year  Reunion  during 
Vy  I  I  Homecoming  Oct.  4-5, 2002 


197! 


I  BABY  BEARS:  To  Lee  and 
^ Judith  Johnson  Hilton  of 

Hickory,  an  adopted  daughter,  Eliza 
Anh  Tu,  from  Danang,  Vietnam  on 
June  25,  2001.   Eliza  is  17  months 
and  joins  her  siblings:  Rebekah, 
Emily,  Jacob  and  Ross. 


1981 


198 


I R.  Clyde  Ellis  recently 
'  spent  nine  weeks  as  the 
Gordon  Russell  Visiting  Professor 
of  Native  American  Studies.  His 
most  recent  book,  "The  Jesus  Road: 
Kiowas,  Christianity,  and  Indian 
Hymns,"  was  published  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Nebraska  Press  in  Febru- 
ary. He  has  been  asked  to  join  the 
editorial  staff  of  the  Great  Plains 
Quarterly  and  to  serve  as  a  grant 
evaluator  for  the  Guggenheim 
Foundation. 


}  20-Year  Reunion  during 
>  Homecoming  Oct.  4-5, 2002 


Steve  Smith  is  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Burlington 
Police  Department.  His  wife, 
Jennifer,  is  also  a  police  officer. 

Beth  Davis  Deal  has  been  promot- 
ed to  member  service  director  at 
the  Cannon  Memorial  YMCA. 

IQO^BiH  Farris  has  been  made 
JfQ%Jfa  partner  in  Turlington 
and  Co.,  L.L.P,  a  public  accounting 
firm  based  in  Lexington. 

BABY  BEARS:  To  Eddie  and  Beth 
Loadholdt  '87  Hickman  of  Char- 
lotte, a  son,  Harrison  Edward,  on 
Oct.  29. 

^QQ'^Laura  Sedlacek's  poetry 
I  t^Q  i  chapbook,  "Alexandra's 
Wreck,"  has  been  published  by 
Kitty  Litter  Press  in  Colorado. 

^  OQH-^^""'^'^  ^^^^^^  Dyer 

I  iSrOO  accepted  a  call  to  serve 
Zion  Lutheran  Church  with  St. 
Matthew's  Chapel  in  Cobleskill 
and  Leesville,  N.Y. 

Donna  Little  Morgan  was  selected 
as  Networker  of  the  Year  2001  by 
Network  for  Professionals  and 
Executives,  in  Columbus,  Ga. 

BABY  BEARS:  To  Rhodes  and  Krista 
Whitesel  Woolly  of  Winchester,  Va., 
a  daughter,  Anna  Grace  Woolly,  on 
Jan.  26.  Anna  joins  big  brothers 
Carter,  6,  and  Matthew,  4. 
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*|QQ|^BABY  BEARS:  To  Dannie 
I  yyV and  Adele  Hines  Ritchie 

of  Taylorsville,  a  son,  Holden 
David-Lee  on  Oct.  30.  Holden 
joins  sister,  Avert,  9,  and  brother, 
Weston,  5.  Adele  is  the  owner  of 
Bright  Beginnings  Preschool.  Dan- 
nie is  employed  by  Anchor-Richey 
EVS  and  repairs  emergency  vehicles. 

*|  QQ^  Tony  L.  Reitzel  has  been 

I  •  ^  I  named  a  business  ser- 
vices officer  for  BB&T. 

BABY  BEARS:  To  Marley  and  Anne 
Johnstone  Gray  of  Belmont,  a  son, 
Richie  Ward,  on  Aug.  15.  Richie 
joins  big  brother,  Knox,  5.  Anne  is 
a  homemaker  and  Marley  is  a 
senior  technology  specialist  for 
Microsoft. 

To  Steve  and  Martha  Swygert  Park 

of  Oviedo,  Fla.,  a  daughter,  Emily 
Grace,  on  Aug.  18.  Big  sisters  are 
Rachel,  5,  and  Haley,  3.  The  family 
recently  moved  from  Tampa  to 
Oviedo,  Ela.,  with  Steves  job  at 
Bank  of  America.  Martha  is  a  stay- 
at-home  mom. 

To  Dwight  and  Teresa  Joplin  of 

Taylorsville,  a  son,  Thomas  Dwight, 
on  Dec.  28. 

To  Chris  and  Jan  Dillon  '92 
Anderson  of  Charlotte,  a  son,  Elli- 
son Padraig,  on  July  26.  He  joins 
older  brother,  Caleb  Baker. 

*!  £10^  ^^'V®^''  Reunion  during 
I  y^JL  Homecoming  Oct.  4-5, 2002 

Chris  Blackmon  is  co-owner  of  the 
Soul  Food  Cafe  in  Hickory. 

BABY  BEARS:  To  James  and 
Heather  Franz  Moore  of  Matthews, 
a  son,  Connor  Douglas,  in  Septem- 
ber 1998.  His  brother,  Duncan 
James,  joined  the  family  in  June  of 
2000.  The  family  moved  back  to 
North  Carohna  in  200  L 

To  Jason  and  Kelly  Howard  of 
Apex,  a  daughter.  Savannah  Jayne, 
on  Nov.  16. 

To  Matthew  and  Trina  Schilling 
of  Grenada,  Miss.,  a  son,  Martin 
William,  on  Nov.  26.  He  joins  big 
sister,  Kathryn  Maria,  2. 

loo's*  ^*^S  ^cGinnis  has  moved 
I  •  •  J  from  Vinalhaven,  Maine,  to 
his  home  state  of  North  Carolina  to 
accept  the  position  of  town  adminis- 
trator in  Boiling  Springs. 

Jennifer  Lyn  Pharo  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Central  Florida 
with  a  master  of  science  in  physical 


Heritage  Society 


Eric  and  Tammy  West 


Young  alumni  create  planned  gift 

When  Tammy  Jones  West  '91  and  Eric  West  '91  met  with  Jeremy 
Fisher  '88,  a  district  representative  for  Aid  Association  for 
Lutherans/Lutheran  Brotherhood,  they  knew  they  would  be  talking 
about  estate  planning  and  taking  care  of  family  needs.  They  did  not 
realize,  however,  they 
would  also  be  able  to 
perform  an  unselfish 
act  of  charity  for 
Lenoir-Rhyne  through 
the  purchase  of  a  life 
insurance  policy. 
They  had  incorrectly 
assumed  tJiat  only 
older,  retired  people 
used  planned  gifts  as  a 
means  of  supporting 
Lenoir-Rhyne  College. 

Tammy  and  Eric 
established  an  insur- 
ance policy  on  their  lives  with  L-R  as  the  sole  beneficiary.  The  policy 
is  owned  by  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  and  the  College  pays  the  premium. 
The  Wests  then  make  a  donation  to  the  College  for  the  amount  of  the 
premium  and  are  able  to  receive  a  tax  deduction  for  their  donation. 
It's  a  wan-win  situation. 

The  Wests,  aware  of  the  College  priority  to  build  the  future  of  the 
faculty  through  endowment,  plan  to  set  up  an  endowment  for  faculty 
salaries  in  memory  of  Professor  Ray  Strunk.  Eric  and  Tammy  had 
Professor  Strunk  for  several  classes,  and  Eric  also  knew  him  on  a 
more  personal  level  as  his  student  assistant.  He  remembers  Professor 
Strunk  as  tough,  but  fair.  "He  demanded  a  lot  from  people  but  never 
more  than  he  demanded  of  himself." 

Tammy  explained  their  willingness  to  support  L-R  wath  this  gener- 
ous gift  by  saying:  "I  loved  my  experience  at  L-R.  It  is  a  Lutheran, 
faith-based  college.  It  helped  me  prepare  for  life,  not  just  for  a  career. 
Professor  Strunk  personified  Lenoir-Rhyne.  He'll  always  have  a  special 
place  in  my  heart  because  even  though  he  was  tough  and  he  expected 
a  lot,  he  gave  back  1 10  percent.  I  want  to  help  guarantee  diat  other 
students  can  come  to  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  and  have  the  same  kind 
of  experience." 

If  you  would  like  more  information  about  using  insurance  as  a 
vehicle  for  a  planned  gift  or  have  questions  about  planned  giving  in 
general,  please  call  Marya  McCrae  at  828-328-7168  or  e-mail  her  at 
mccraem@lrc.edu.  ■ 


therapy.  She  is  employed  by  Martin 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Stuart,  Fla. 

WiMiam  Linn  Fisher  is  the  ELCA 

Region  7  (  NJ.,  Penn.,  N.Y.,  New 
England)  Youth  Network  represen- 
tative. 

BABY  BEARS:  To  Craig  andjoanie 
Gramhow  Ratchford,  a  daughter, 
HoUie  Victoria,  on  Dec.  25.  She 
joins  big  brother  Jason,  2.   Craig 
has  accepted  a  promotion  as  region- 
al sales  manager  with  the  James 
Hardie  Corp.  that  will  move  the 
family  to  Portland,  Ore.  Joanie  is 
a  stay-at-home  mom. 

1 00 A '^^'^^'^^  Michelle 
I  •  •*TEflncs  and  Stephen 
Green  on  Oct.  13.  Michelle  is 
employed  as  a  registered  nurse  for 
KingsWood  Nursing  Center.  Steve 
IS  employed  wdth  U.S.  Army  Special 
Forces  at  Fort  Bragg.  The  couple 
resides  in  Pinehurst. 

BABY  BEARS:  To  Kenneth  and 
Cathy  Drawdy  Yutitovich  of  Punta 
Gorda,  Fla.,  a  daughter,  Abigail 
Ruth,  on  April  3,  2001.  Kenneth 
received  his  professional  license  in 
civil  engineering  last  Februan'. 

I QQ  r  MARRIED:  Stephanie 
I  •  •  J  Rusnak  and  Damon 
Dykes  on  Feb.  17,  2001.  Damon 
is  a  captain  ser\ang  in  the  USAF 
The  couple  is  currently  stationed 
in  Okinawa,  Japan,  for  three  years. 
Stephanie  is  a  former  probation 
officer  for  the  State  of  Georgia. 

BABY  BEARS:  To  Danny  and  Stacey 
Chilton  Lentz  of  States\ille,  a  son. 
Jacob  Tyler,  on  Sept.  10.  Stacey 
has  accepted  a  new  position  \\ith 
Lowe's  Home  ImproN^ement  as  a 
corporate  communications  special- 
ist. She  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
employee  newspaper  as  well  as 
Intranet  content.  She  pre\iously 
was  the  assistant  director  of  admis- 
sions at  L-R. 

To  Harlan  and  Amie  Johnson  '96 
Little  of  Hickon;  a  son.  Dillon 
Patrick,  on  Nov.  27.   He  joins  big 
brother,  Brendan,  2.   Harlan  is 
employed  as  a  financial  specialist  at 
First  Citizens  Bank  in  Hickon,'  and 
Amie  is  a  registered  nurse  at  a  pedi- 
atricians office. 

-^QQ/*  MARRIED:  Dolly  Ann 
I  •  •  vHuJfjfinan  and  Samuel 
Charles  Clayton  on  Sept.  22. 
Dolly  is  a  famih'  support  specialist 
witli  the  Cliatham  County  Health 
Department.  The  couple  resides 
in  Sanford. 
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Attending  a  recent  reunion  for  Zeta  Tau  Alpha  were  (left  to  right):  Margaret  Huss  Jackson  '69, 
Christy  Gregg  Hoeke  '92,  Carolyn  Smith  Gregg  '65  and  Shelha  Flowers  Barrett  '64. 


BABY  BEARS;  To  William  and  Vir- 
gj^nia  Shelby  Hodges  of  Mount 
Airy,  a  daughter,  MacKenzie  Eliza- 
beth, on  Nov.  21.  She  joins  big 
brother.  Christian  Taylor,  2. 

1 QQT  ^'^^^^  Reunion  during 
177/  Homecoming  Oct.  4-5, 2002 
Amelia  Nuss  has  left  the  Cystic 
Fibrosis  Foundation  and  is  now 
employed  by  the  Institutes  of 
Health. 

Sean  Patrick  O'Connor  was  voted 
Rowe  Furniture  Companies  Sales- 
man of  the  Year  2001.  Sean  is  the 
sales  and  marketing  representative 
for  Tennessee  and  central  Arkansas. 

MARRIED:  Liz  Beminger  and  Tim 

Coykendall  on  Oct.  20.  Both  are 
pilots  and  reside  in  Carrboro,  N.C. 

Jennifer  Hench  and  Brent  L.  Harri- 
son on  Sept.  29.  Jennifer  is  a  teacher 
at  Maiden  High  School.  Brent  is  a 
teacher  at  Hickory  Day  School.  The 
couple  resides  in  Conover 

Caroline  Wells  Stallings  and  Barry 
Drew  Shepard  on  Dec.  1.  Caroline 
is  a  pharmaceutical  sales  represen- 
tative with  Abbot  Labs.  Barry  is  a 
sales  agent  with  Central  Transport 
International.  The  couple  lives  in 
Hickory. 


BABY  BEARS:  To  Sean  and  Emily 

Submit  Your  Class  Notes ! 


Name 


(Maiden). 


Class  Year 


Address 
City 


State 


Is  it  new? 
Zip 


Phone  (include  area  code)_ 

Marriage  Date 

Spouse's  name 


E-mail 


(Do  not  submit  before  marriage) 
_  (Maiden) 


Todd  '92  and  Jennifer  '92  Elrod  attend  a 
Columbia,  S.C,  Alumni  Chapter  event. 

You  may  submit  class  notes  on-line  at: 

www.lrc.edu 

or  by  mail  at: 

Office  of  Alumni  &  Parent  Relations 

PO.  Box  7228 

Hickory,  NC  28603 

FAX  (828)  328-7358 

or  e-mail  richardsr@lrc.edu 


Is  spouse  an  alumnus/a? No 

Birth:  Son    Daughter 

Name  of  child 


Yes        If  yes,  give  class  year 

Adoption:  Son    Daughter 

Date 


Occupation:  Self 
Death  of 


Spouse 


Date 


Class  Year 


Other  news: 
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Lowing  O'Connor  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  a  daughter,  Taylor  Ann, 
on  Oct.  11.  She  joins  big  brother. 
Mason  Riley,  born  in  2000. 

^Q/VQ Ellen  Melissa  Rearden 

I  *r  •©graduated  in  December 
with  a  masters  degree  in  special 
education  learning  disabihties.  She 
was  selected  as  Outstanding  MED 
Masters  Student  at  the  College  of 
Charleston. 

BABY  BEARS:  To  Kelly  and  Kimher- 
ly  Townsend  Little  of  Mooresville,  a 
daughter,  Hailey  Elizabeth,  on  July 
15,  1999. 

^/\/^/1|Kann  Lustemian  has 

I  •  •  •been  teaching  preschool 
for  the  past  year  and  was  just  pro- 
moted to  assistant  director  of  the 
Goddard  School  of  Cary. 

Daniel  Wrynn  was  winged  as  a 
naval  aviator  on  Oct.  10,  2001.  He 
finished  in  the  top  10  percent  of  his 
class  and  is  currently  stationed  at 
Marine  Corps  Air  Station,  Miramar 
in  San  Diego,  Calif. 

MARRIED:  Ben  Aaron  Stacke  and 
Joanna  Lynn  Kieschnick  '01  on 

Dec.  29.  Both  are  in  graduate 
school  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

BABY  BEARS:  To  Russell  and 
Shanda  Perry  Epley  of  Morganton, 
a  daughter,  Lillie  Katherine,  on 
Dec.  18.  Shanda  is  a  teacher  and 
Russell  is  employed  as  a  mainte- 
nance tech. 

<^^^|%Matt  Davis  was  honored 
•■  wwWin  December  with  the 
2001  Coming  Cable  Systems  Soft- 
ware Process  Excellence  award. 

MARRIED:  Nathan  Mayse  and 
Sara  Blackorby  on  Aug.  4.  Sara  is 
a  neonatal  ICU  nurse  at  Baptist 
Hospital.  Nathan  is  studying 
accounting  at  UNCG. 

Amy  Prestwood  and  James  Eller 

'99  on  April  7,  2001.  Amy  is 
employed  by  Hospice  of  Catawba 
Valley  as  a  coordinator/counselor. 
James  is  employed  by  Alcatel  in 
manager  information  systems. 

")  AA1  ^^^^^J-  Harting  has 

(fc  VV  I  started  a  new  job  at  Car- 
dinal Distribution,  a  company  of 
Cardinal  Health  in  Swedesboro,  N  J. 

Mark  Turner  passed  the  BlCSl  reg- 
istered communications  distribu- 
tion designer  exam  on  Dec.  15. 
BICSI  (Building  Industry  Consult- 
ing Service  International)  is  a 


Living  Tree  Fund  established 

Lenoir-Rhyne  College  has  established  the  Living 
Tree  Fund  to  allow  friends  of  the  College  to 
donate  a  tree  for  the  campus.  The  donor  may 
choose  from  among  several  species  of  trees  and  may 
designate  the  gift  in  someone's  honor  or  memory. 
These  trees  will  be  used  to  ensure  the  continued 
beauty  of  our  campus.  They  are  needed  because 
many  of  the  large  trees  that  grace  our  campus  are 
now  reaching  the  end  of  their  life  span. 

Tree  donors  v^U  receive  a  certificate  indicating 
the  type  of  tree  and  its  location,  and  the  honoree 
will  be  notified  (if  desired).  An  attractive  plaque 
will  be  erected  at  the  tree,  and  the  tree  will  be 
guaranteed  through  the  first  growing  season. 

Lenoir-Rhyne  College  has  already  recognized 
several  faculty  members  and  friends  by  planting 
trees  in  their  honor.  The  Living  Tree  Program  has 
been  established  as  a  way  to  continue  and  enhance 
that  tradition.  More  information  about  this  unique 
gift  opportunity  is  available  on  the  College  Web  site 
at  vvrww.lrc.edu/trees. 

Gift-A-Book  Program  a  unique 
way  to  honor  someone 

The  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  library  has  begun  a  Gift- 
A-Book  program,  which  allows  you  to  honor  a 
special  person  on  his  or  her  birthday,  anniversary. 
Mother's  Day  or  other  event  in  a  truly  distinctive 
manner.  Participation  in  this  program  serves  as  a  last- 
ing tribute  to  friends,  colleagues  or  family  members. 

Giving  a  book,  CD,  or  video  to  the  Carl  A.  Rud- 
isill  Library  has  been  made  simple  through  use  of 
the  Internet.  By  logging  on  to 


www.lrc.edu/library/giftabook.html  and  following 
the  step-by-step  instructions,  your  order  can  be 
placed  easily  and  safely  through  the  College's 
secure  server. 

Parents  of  graduating  seniors  are  being  contact- 
ed by  the  L-R  Parents  Association  and  given  the 
opportunity  to  donate  a  book  in  honor  of  their 
graduate.  The  cost  of  each  volume  is  $25.  To  com- 
memorate the  gift,  a  bookplate  is  placed  in  the 
book  indicating  the  name  of  the  donor  and  the 
honoree.  In  addition,  the  donor  list  is  printed  in  the 
commencement  program.  Although  parents  cannot 
donate  specific  titles,  they  may  indicate  which  field 
of  study  the  book  is  to  come  from.  During  the  five 
years  since  the  inception  of  this  program,  nearly 
300  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  Rudisill 
Library.  For  more  infomiation,  contact  the  Office  of 
College  Relations  at  (828)  328-7171.  ■ 
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Gift  a  Book 


Honor  someone  witti  a  book  -  A  gift  rtiat 
lasts 

The  Lenoir-Rhyne  Library  offers  you  the  opportumry 
to  oelebraCe  a  birthday,  anniversan".  Mother  e  Day. 
holiday,  an  accompliKhment.  or  a  memonil  tnbute  in 

a  truly  distuictive  manner. 

By  participating  in  the  Gift  a  Book  Program.  >'ou  are 
able  to  pay  a  lasting  tnbute  to  a  colleague,  fnend.  or 
loved  one. 

As  well,  your  gift  ensures  that  the  Library  continues  to  build  its  collection  to  support 
the  teaching  and  research  of  our  students  and  faculty. 

A  commemorative  bookplate  bearing  your  name  and  the  name  of  the  person  being 
honored / memonalized  vn]l  be  placed  in  a  book,  CD,  or  video  in  the  Librarys 
collection  and  m  our  online  catalog,  searchable  by  keyword  under  the  person  e  name. 
Your  gift  will  provide  a  lasting  tribute  and  an  acknowledgment  of  your  interest  in  the 
Car!  A.  Rudisll  Library. 

Different  levels  of  donation: 

.    Book  -    $35.00 
,    CD  425.00 


To  send  your  pitt  through  our  secure  server",  till  out  the  form  below: 
*  For  more  In  forma  Hon  on  our»ecure  »erver,  click  here. 
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Women's  Basketball  Team  reunion 

Those  attending  a  reunion  of  the  Women's  Basketball  Team 
included  (left  to  right):  Grace  Dntni  '79,  Cristi  Shealy-Dnim  '94, 
Kendra  Holcom  '92,  Pat  Smith  (coach  1977-1981),  Sheila  Winstead 
'78,  Ruebelle  Newton  '40  and  Natalie  Claire  Critchley  '82. 


Men's  Basketball  Team  reunion 

These  former  members  of  the  men's  basketball  team  got  together 
recently  for  a  reunion.  Some  even  took  to  the  court  for  a  game. 
On  the  front  row,  left  to  right  are  Brian  Brown  '88,  Gany  Brown 
'78,  Ryan  Edwards'97,  Brendan  Murphy  '99,  Brian  Boyer  '99,  Danny 
Cobb  '98,  and  Jerry  Self  95  (manager).  On  the  second  row  are 
Bjyan  Lentz  '00,  John  Jones  '91,  Stewart  Lanier  '89,  Mac  Cnidup  '77, 
John  Lentz  '74  (men's  basketball  head  coach),  Reid  Pollard  '77  and 
Larry  Harrington  '62.  On  the  third  row  are  Ricky  Heavner  '98 
(manager),  Manuel  Cohen  '56,  Dwightjoplin  '91,Jody  Petty  '91, 
Mike  Rice  '96,  Brian  Frazier  '95  and  Jeff  Cook  '77.  On  the  fourth 
row  are  Derrick  Malbon  '93,  Neil!  McGeachy  '65  (L-R  athletic 
director),  Erich  Epps  '83,  Gene  Miller  '47,  Manuel  Cohen  '56,  Jim 
NeM5ome  '52  and  Tom  Watson  '66. 


telecommunications  association 
and  RCDD  is  an  elite  professional 
designation  that  identifies  profes- 
sional communications  distribution 
designers. 

MARRIED:  Jaime  Lynn  Absher 
and  Mark  Steven  Penley  on  Dec.  1. 
Jaime  is  employed  as  an  occupation- 
al therapist  with  Rehab  Solutions 
Inc.  in  Marion.  Mark  is  employed 
as  a  process  technician  at  Coming 
Cable  Systems  in  Hickory. 


Shannon  Thompson  and  Kevin 
Gentle  on  Sept.  22.  Shannon  is 
employed  by  Norris,  Stewart  & 
Ralston,  RS.  as  staff  accountant. 
Kevin  is  employed  by  Hargraves 
Technology  as  a  CAD  technician. 
The  couple  lives  in  Stony  Point. 

Malinda  Sue  Bauguess  and  Joshua 
Arron  Harless  on  Sept.  29.  Malinda 
is  employed  in  the  psychiatric  divi- 
sion of  Catawba  Memorial  Hospital. 
The  couple  lives  in  Newton. 


Adrian  Despres 


Spring  commencement  set  for  May  1 1 

This  year,  Lenoir-Rhyne 
College  will  hold  its 
spring  commencement 
exercises  at  10  a.m.  Satur- 
day, May  11  at  Shuford 
Memorial  Gymnasium. 
This  year's  graduation 
speaker  will  be  Adrian 
Despres,  who  serves  as 
chaplain  for  the  University 
of  South  Carolina  football 
team.  He  is  also  on  the 
ministry  staff  of  Kingdom 
Building  Ministries.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  Furman 
University  in  Greenville,  S.C.  In  1990,  he  graduated  from  sem- 
inary at  Columbia  International  University. 

Several  events  will  also  be  held  the  day  before  commence- 
ment. The  baccalaureate  service  will  be  held  at  7:30  p.m.  Fri- 
day, May  10  at  the  RE.  Monroe  Auditorium.  Also  on  May  10, 
a  special  ceremony  for  nursing  graduates  will  be  held  at  3  p.m. 
at  St.  Andrew's  Lutheran  Church  near  campus.  For  more  infor- 
mation, visit  the  L-R  Web  site  at  www.lrc.edu. 

McCrorie  dedication  set  for  Homecoming 

The  dedication  for  the  new  McCrorie  building  has  been 
changed  to  Oct.  4,  2002  at  10:00  a.m.  This  event  will  take 
place  during  Homecoming  weekend.  For  more  information 
about  Homecoming  and  related  activities,  visit  our  Web  site 
at  VAVw.lrc.edu.  ■ 

New  Sign  Dedicated 

Lenoir-Rhyne's  new  sign  in  front  of  the  College  is  a  gift  from 
the  Class  of  1952.  It  was  dedicated  on  the  class'  Golden 
Anniversary  during  Alumni  Weekend  April  26-28.  Members 
of  the  class  have  nearly  reached  their  goal  of  raising  $50,000 
as  a  class  gift  for  the  College. 

Correction 

The  last  issue  of  Profile  incorrectly  stated  that  David  Yoder 
'02  was  the  first  Lenoir-Rhyne  student  to  compete  at  the 
state  level  for  a  Rhodes  Scholarship.  We  have  since  learned 
that  Raymond  M.  Bost  '49  also  participated  at  this  level  in 
the  scholarship  competition. 

Class  Notes  is  an  opportunity  for  alumni  to  keep  the  College 
community  informed  about  important  events  in  their  lives.  We 
encourage  you  to  communicate  your  news  to  us  via  mail  or  e-mail. 
Because  space  is  always  at  a  premium,  we  unfortunately  cannot 
guarantee  that  your  news  item  will  appear  or  that  it  vvtU  appear 
as  you  wrote  it.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  your  news  as  necessary 
for  reasons  of  space  or  appropriateness  and  in  an  effort  to  include 
as  many  people  as  possible. 


22 


Spring    2002 


Board  of  Visitors  Furniture  Committee 
helps  furnish  campus,  highUght  industry 
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Members  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  Furniture  Committee  have 
obtained  donations  of  furniture  for  the  College  for  approximate- 
ly five  years.  Here  committee  members  Fonda  Brittain  '70, 
Margaret  Ann  Powell  '68  and  Connie  Bray  '77  stand  near 
some  of  the  donated  furniture  in  the  Cromer  Center. 


Hickory  is  known 
internationally  as 
the  home  of  fine 
furniture  manu- 
facturing. The 
Lenoir-Rhyne 
Board  of  Visitors 
decided  to  capitalize  on  that 
asset  to  help  the  College. 
For  the  past  five  years, 
the  board's  Furniture  Com- 
mittee has  worked  to 
obtain  donated  furniture 
for  use  in  the  Colleges 
public  spaces.  The  goal  was 
to  provide  attractive  areas 
for  the  College's  students, 
employees  and  visitors. 
Committee  members  felt 
that  having  high-quality 
furnishings  would  help  the 
College  put  its  best  foot 
forward  in  appealing  to 
prospective  students  and 
their  parents.  In  addition, 
it  could  benefit  the  donor 
companies  by  reminding 
visitors  of  the  inany  furni- 
ture-shopping opportuni- 
ties in  the  Hickory  area. 


Connie  Bray  '77  was  the 

original  chairperson  of  the 
committee  and  spent  many 
hours  calling  on  furniture 
executives  to  ask  for  gifts- 
in-kind.  Fonda  Brittain 
'70,  the  current  chairper- 
son, has  also  been  an  active 
member  of  the  group  along 
with  Margaret  Ann  Powell 
'68.  This  group  even  helped 
design  interior  spaces, 
selecting  the  appropriate 
color  paint  and  accessories 
to  enhance  the  donated  fur- 
niture. At  times,  the  volun- 
teer effort  was  very  hands- 
on  as  Bray  painted  an 
accent  wall  in  one  resi- 
dence hall.  On  several 
occasions,  the  committee 
members  came  to  campus 
to  supervise  the  placement 
of  the  furniture,  rugs  and 
other  accessories. 

Others  who  have  assist- 
ed the  committee's  efforts 
include  Helgi  Shuford  '61, 
Boyd  Wilson  '74,  Pant 
Stamey,  Jerome  Bolick  and 


John  Schenk  '74.  The 

committee  has  obtained 
furniture  from  some  of 
the  area's  most  respected 
manufacturers. 

These  donations  have 
been  used  to  decorate  the 
Schaeffer  Residence  Hall 
lobby,  the  Cromer  Center 
lobby,  Belk  Centrum  lob- 
bies, the  president's  office, 
the  Fritz-Conrad  upper 
lobby,  the  Mauney  Music 
Building  lobby,  the  RE. 
Monroe  lobbies  and  the 
student  lounges  and  public 
areas  in  the  new  Living 
Learning  Center. 

If  you  are  visiting  the 
L-R  campus,  take  the  time 
to  look  around.  Much  of 
the  beautiful  furniture  you 
see  was  made  in  the  Hicko- 
ry area  and  was  donated  to 
the  College  thanks  to  the 
efforts  of  the  Furniture 
Committee. 


The  Board  of  Visitors 
Furniture  Committee 
has  received  gifts-in-kind 
over  the  last  two  years 
from  the  following  com- 
panies. 

Bernhardt  Furniture 
Manufacturing  Co. 
Boyles  Furniture  Stores 
Century  Furniture 
Ferguson-Copeland 
Hancock  &  Moore 
Hickory  Business  Furniture 
Hickory  Chair 

Hickory  Springs  Manufacturing 
Icenhour 
KIncaid  Furniture 
King  Hickory 
Lee  Industries 
McCreary  Modern 
Moretz  Mills 
Southern  Furniture 
Style  Furniture 
TryMar  Lamps 
Vanguard  Furniture 


The  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  Mission  Statement 

In  pursuit  of  the  development  of  the  whole  person,  Lenoir-Rhyne  College 
seeks  to  liberate  mind  and  spirit,  clarify  personal  faith,  foster  physical 
wholeness,  build  a  sense  of  community,  and  promote  responsible  leader- 
ship for  service  In  the  world. 

As  an  Institution  of  the  North  Carolina  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  In  America,  the  College  holds  the  conviction  that  wholeness  of 
personality,  true  vocation,  and  the  most  useful  service  to  God  and  the 
world  are  best  discerned  from  the  perspective  of  Christian  faith. 

As  a  community  of  learning,  the  College  provides  programs  of  undergraduate, 
graduate,  and  continuing  study  committed  to  the  liberal  arts  and  sdences 
as  a  foundation  for  a  wide  variety  of  careers  and  as  guidance  for  a  mean- 
ingful life. 

Approved  by  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  Board  of  Trustees  November  2001 


Your  gift  counts  i 


Use  the  internet 
to  make  your 
gift  to  the 
Annual  Fund 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  gave 
to  the  2001-2002  Annual  Fund. 
Your  support  helps  to  meet 
essential  campus  needs  that 
tuition  doesn't  cover.  In  fact,  only 
59  percent  of  the  cost  of  educating  a 
student  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  is  paid  by 
tuition.  The  remaining  need  is  met  by 
gifts  from  alumni,  friends,  parents, 
businesses,  faculty  and  staff. 

If  you  have  made  a  pledge,  please 
make  sure  your  gift  reaches  us  by  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year,  May  31,  2002. 
Our  secure  server  allows  you  to  pay 
on-line  by  credit/debit  card.  Simply  go 
to  our  home  page  at  www.lrc.edu  and 
click  on  "Giving  to  Lenoir-Rhyne." 
You  may  also  mail  your  Annual  Fund 
gift  to:  Lenoir-Rhyne  College,  Box 
7150,  Hickory  NC  28603.  Please 
make  checks  payable  to  Lenoir-Rhyne 
College.  For  more  information, 
contact  Diana  Parker,  Annual  Fund 
director,  at  (828)  328-7351  or  by 
e-mail  at  parkerd@lrc.edu. 


Each  year's  alumni  participation  is 

critical,  as  it  determines  our  eligibility  to 

he  considereA  for  funding  the  following  year 

by  outside  organizations,  like  foundations 

and  corporations.  Our  success  with  the 

Kresge  Foundation  was  due  in  large  part 

to  our  increased  alumni  participation 

in  our  Annual  Fund. 
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Help  us  meet  the 
Kresge  Challenge! 

The  McCrorie  Center  will  soon 
be  a  reality  on  our  campus. 
We  thank  the  many  alumni, 
businesses  and  friends  of  the 
College  who  have  already  con- 
tributed to  this  important  pro- 
ject. However,  we  still  need  to 
raise  approximately  $1.4  million 
by  May  31,  2002,  to  receive  the 
Kresge  Foundation  Challenge 
Grant.  The  College  will  receive 
$600,000  from  the  Kresge  Foun- 
dation, but  only  if  we  reach  our 
fund-raising  goal  by  this  dead- 
line. We  need  your  donation  or 
pledge  of  support  to  make  it 
happen.  For  more  information 
on  this  project,  visit  our  Web 
site  at  www.lrc.edu  or  contact 
Teri  Lemons.,  vice  president  for 
advancement,  at  lemons@lrc.edu, 
or  by  calling  (828)  328-7360. 


Lenoir- 
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